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of this House only to discharge its duty, in the 
spirit of a wise economy. Let this case be judged 
of by its own merits, and not be grouped with 
other cases to which objections may be entertained. 
if the House will do this, | feel satisfied, in the 
language of the Secretary, ‘* that the necessity of 


the estimate will be seen, and the appropriation || 


99 
made. : 
Mr. HAVEN. I do not propose to detain the 
House, and answer the suggestions which have 
been very properly made by the gentleman from 


Alabama, any further than to put myself right | 


upon one point. In the report of the Secretary I 
find the following, in reference to the Mobile cus- 
tom-house. The gentleman, however, says that 
these are conditional contracts; but if they are so, 
he has light upon the subject which I am unable 
to discover. Secretary Guthrie, at page 277 of 
his report, after stating that $200,000 have been 
heretofore appropriated since the commencement 
of 1850 for this custom-house, says: 

“This structure is to be of granite, and a contract is 
made for that material, and another for the construction of 
the building, which is to be completed July 1, 1856; the 
contractor has commenced on the excavations for the found- 
ations.’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I would like 
to ask the gentleman from New York a question 
before he takes his seat. It is this: Do not all 
contracts of this character contain a conditional 
clause having this effect, that if the appropriation 
should not be sufficient, and Congress should re- 
fuse to make, or withhold further appropriation, 
then the contractor relinquishes all claim upon 
Government for damages, and the contract ceases 
to be further effective? I understand all contracts 
of this kind have such a clause. 

Mr. HAVEN. I am totally unable to state. 
I only know that during the little time I have been 
here, a large portion has been consumed in making 
up damages for violations of contracts. 


The question now recurring upon the amend- 


ment, 

Mr. PHILLIPS demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Vai, and CuuRcHWELL were 
appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 61, noes 63. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BENSON. beoffer the following amend- 
ment: 

Sut ComeeaS the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 
$20,000, 

Mr. Chairman, I regret the necessity of offer- 
ing this amendment. If the Committee on Ways 
and Means had not seen fit to omit this just ap- 
propriation, | should have been saved from the 


necessity of presenting it for the consideration of | 


this committee. 

In the first place, allow me to say that the 
amendment comes before you with the same rec- 
ommendation that has been presented in favor of 
all the other amendments of this nature that have 
been offered—the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. If gentlemen will turn to 


the third page of the Secretary’s letter of estimates, | 
they will find that he there recommends this ap- | 


propriation in the precise language of the amend- 
ment; and if they will refer to miscellaneous doc- 


ument No. 5—a document apparently designed to | 


communicate information to this same Committee 


on Ways and Means—they will find that he there 


not only recommends it, but gives reasons for,the | 


recommendation. It seems to me that there are 


not only these reasons, but if gentlemen will listen | 


to me for the remainder of my five minutes, I think 

can show that there are other reasons than those 
presented by the Secretary of the Treasury. And, 
in the outset, allow me to refer for a moment to 
the objections which have been offered to all these 


amendments by the Committee on Ways and | 


Means. 


The appropriation for Wilmington, Delaware, | 


was opposed by the Committee on Ways and 

eans because the amount of revenue collected 
there was so small—something less than $1,000— 
during the year ending on the 30th of June last. 
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| But if you will look at this same document, you 
| will find that the amount of revenue collected at 

the portof Bath was $19,742 82. The appropria- 
| tions for Louisville und Cincinnati were objected 
to on the ground that those cities are not ports of 
entry. The port of Bath is a port of entry. 
Another objection is, that no foreign vessels are 
/ entered at the custom-houses at Louisville and 
| Cincinnati. If you will refer to this same document, 
| you will find that eighty foreign vessels entered 
at the port of Bath last year. 

But, sir, it is designed that this custom-house 
| building shall also accommodate a post office; and 
| if you will refer to the Blue Book, you will find 
that the net proceeds of the post office at Bath 
amount to $2,364 24, and you will find further, 
if you will look at the statistics which are within 
| your control, that the district of Buth is the largest 
| ship-building district in the United States. 

Mr. FULLER. What was the tonnage last 
year? 

Mr. BENSON. During the year ending the 
31gt of December, 1853—and I have Democratic 
| authority, the Easton Times of January 12, 1854, 
for what | say—the number of vessels built in the 
district of Bath was sixty-nine, and the tonnage 
was 49,119 10-95, and the tonnage of vessels re- 
gistered, enrolled, and licensed, in this district, 
on the 31st of December last, was 151,498 75-95 
tons. 

Mr. DEAN demanded tellers. 
ordered; and Messrs. 
| VaiL, were appointed, 
Mr. FULLER. Is it in 
| amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not, in the opinion 
of the Chair, in orderto submit an amendment 
| while the committee is dividing. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
| wasagreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 71, 
noes 55. 

| Mr. WADE. I propose to amend the bill by 
| inserting after the 113th line— 

To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, Ohio, 
$25,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are estimates for 
other custom-houses, and I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Ohio that it would be better to 
allow the custom-houses to be disposed of first. 
There are several marine hospitals in the sare 
condition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
| that the gentleman from Ohio has a right to offer 
the amendment under the rule. 

Mr. WADE. 1 withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 move an 
| amendment to the bill 
Mr. BENTON. I hope gentlemen will wait 
| till the committee gets through the custom-houses. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Myamendmentis: ‘*To 
complete the whole works in and about the cus- 
tom-house at Bangor, Maine.”’ This amendment 
is in pursuance of the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. Some three years ago, 
$50,000 was appropriated for the custom-house 
building at Bangor—for the building alone. Sub- 
| sequently, $15,000 was appropriated for the pur- 
chase of a site. There was some question as to 
what might be the most eligible site. The Treas- 
| ury Department decided to select, and did select 
the site of the old market-house foundation, wh ch 
was a station at the bed of the stream which di- 
vides the city, and nearly in the center, leaving 
half the population on either side. This was 
thought by the Government altogether the most 
eligible site, the most central, and the most con- 
venient, inasmuch as the building was to contain 
not only offices for the custom-house, but also for 
the post office, and rooms for the Federal court. 
That site was then selected. It afterwards became 
necessary to make an appropriation to Pe 
that foundation, and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury now reports: 


Tellers were 
Harris, of Alabama, and 
5 5 


order to move an 








‘‘ Sufficient appropriations were made previous to the 
last session of Congress for this building ; but a deficiency 
existed for the foundations, which had tobe put down lower 
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than was anticipated, and their walls also raised somewhat 
higher. 


** The appropriation of March 3, 1853, was made to meet 
this deficiency, and is in the following words: ‘To com- 
plete the foundations of the custom-house in Bangor, and 
connect the same with the shore.’ That amount was 


found sufficient for the foundations, but left only a small 
sum for the last purpose. 


** A full examination of the subject made it apparent that 
most of the connection with the shore should be by solid 
pieces, faced with substantial granite walls, and the surface 
paved with granite blocks. 

“The present appropriation of $20,000 is asked for that 
purpose; and, if made, would complete the whole works 
in and about said custom house.’ 


When I asked for an appropriation during the 
last session I stated, as you, Mr. Chairman, may 
remember, and as the old members will remem- 
ber, that [I supposed that appropriation was all 
that would be required. I had no doubt of it 
whatever; and I never knew nor suspected that 
any more would be necessary until after I arrived 
at Washington the present session, when I found 
that the Treasury Department had ascertained 
that the sum was too small, and that they them- 
selves had declared that this additional amount 
was necessary. Itis absolutely necessary, if there 
is to be any use whatever from the custom-house. 
The custom-house building has already been put 
under contract; it is very well advanced, and may 
be finished some time this season. The site has 
heen purchased, the title made perfect, and, when 
finished, this building will be of no sort of use 
whatever to the community, no sort of use to the 
Treasury Department, because there are no ap- 
proaches to it. And this appropriation is asked 
for, and is made necessary, simply for the pur- 
pose of connecting that custom-house and these 
establishments—which are in the most central part 
of the city—with the bridge on either side. 

Bangor is the second city in Maine as to its 
population, its commerce, its business. 
port of a. There are sometimes no less than 
two hundred vessels loading there for foreign and 
domestic ports; and when we consider the amount 
of trade carried on there, its ship-building, the 
amount of its commerce, and the additional fact 
that it has a population of twenty thousand in- 
habitants; also, that this building is intended to 
accommodate the custom-house, post office, and 
Federal court, it will be seen at once that the whole 
amount of the appropriation to Bangor, is net an 
unreasonable one. 

Mr. Chairman, I think there can be no ques- 
tion whatever as to the course which ought to 
be pursued by this committee in reference to this 
recommendation. This appropriation having been 
recommended by the Treasury Department, and 
being absolutely necessary to the use of what bas 
been already appropriated, I will not trouble the 
committee with any further remarks. 

Mr. HIBBARD. This is an old acquaintance, 
if not an old friend of mine, and I cannot permit 
this oceasion to pass without a remark. This is 
an appropriation for a county way down East—not 
in my own State, but near it—for a cherished 
friend of New Hampshire, the old State of Maine. 
I say in regard to this what I say in regard to 
others, not only that it is not necessary, in my 
judgment, but the whole scheme and plan is, if 
not the most unreasonable and unfounded of them 
all, one of the most unreasonable, unfounded, and 
uncalled for. 1 donot know but that it will pass, 
and it looks as if all these things might go, for I 
observed that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Preston] yesterday, in hia remarks concerning 
the Louisville custom-house, called over the roll 
of all the other places which have custom-houses, 
for which appropriations are to be asked for here. 
I cannot, | do not believe, that that gentleman had 
any object in that, to promote what we sometimes 
call log-rolling, in order to call to the aid of his 
wo the friends of other projects, who want 
yenefactions for themselves, and therefore make 
common cause together. I do not believe that, 
nor do I charge it in this Hall. But out of it there 
has been a great deal of log-rolling among the 
friends of these different appropriations. suey 
have been putting their heads together, and hold- 


It isa 


| ing conferences, and soliciting aid, by promising 
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to support their schemes if they will support the 
schemes of those soliciting their aid. Go with me, 
and | will go with you. That is the kind of in- 
fluence I fear and apprehend. ; 

How stands the facts as to Bangor, upon its 
merits? They collected there during the present 
year some $19,000. They have employed there 
six persons in all. Heretofore we have made ap- 
propriations to that point. At one time, $15,000; 
at another time, $15,000; and at another time, 
450,000—in all, $80,000. When the gentleman 
from Bangor [Mr. Wasusurn] came here last 
session to get the last appropriation, what did he 
tell us? He wanted that for the very purpose for 
which he wants this—to connect the custom-house 
with the main land—as they built it out some- 
where in the water, | suppose; I do not know 
where. The gentleman presented his appropria- 
tion, and it was urged for that purpose. It was 
carried, and it was to complete the work. Such, 
at least, were the assurances madehere. Such, he 
states now, was his conviction; and the result 
shows how vain are all human calculations of this 
kind. Now he wants $20,000 more for Bangor, 
and urges that this appropriation is absolutely ne- 
cessary for the use of that which has already been 
expended. Twenty thousand doilars more are 
wanted; and when this is appropriated, what as- 
surance have we that it will finish the work? 
None whatever; and we are as likely to be called 
upon fora new appropriation the next year as for 
this one now. Let me state the available means 
they have on hand. My friend states that some 
$32,000 are now on hand, available. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the gentleman right. Will the gentleman allow 
me a moment of explanation ? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I cannot give way, as my 
time is so limited. Thirty-two thousand dollars 
and upwards are now available and unapplied to 
complete this building. They can complete the 
building with this sum. They will complete it, if 
we stop where we are; but if we keep on with this 
wasteful system of appropriation, these custom- 
houses will never be finished, especially so long 
as honorable gentlemen are willing to come here 
and carry through these unheard-of and unusual 
appropriations, 

Mr. PRESTON, It was not my intention, Mr. 
Chairman, to venture another word before the 
committee upon this subject; but the honorable 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Hissarp] 
has made some allusions evidently in reference to 
me, which induces me to say something in re- 
sponse. The gentleman charges me with the hein- 
ous crime of * log-rolling”’ in this House, because 
yesterday I ventured to read some extracts from 
the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, rela- 
tive to the sums necessary for the completion and 
construction of the custom-houses at Louisville, 
St. Louis, Mobile, and other cities. I certainly 
can see no cause for censure in the reference | 
have made to the communication of the Chief of 
the Treasury to the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, in reiation to a subject directly 
under the consideration of the House. That com- 
munication grouped the cities and the estimates 
together, and if there has been any ‘ log-rolling,”’ 
as the gentleman styles it, it certainly owes its 


origin to the Administration at the other end of the | 


avenue, and not to me, and from a source that I 
suppose is far better skilled in the science. 

The Secretary of the Treasury transmitted these 
estimates to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and that committee having rejected them, I pro- 
pose, by amendment, to insert them in the defi- 
ciency bill; and because I venture, in support of 
my amendment, to read the catalogue of custom- 
houses, and the sums the Government thinks 
necessary for their proper construction, the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, coming from some- 
where near the north pole, turns his eyes to 


heaven, in patriotic horror, and asks me if it is | 


possible that I intended, by such “ log-rolling,’’ to 
secure the passage of the amendments. I frankly 
avow it is my intention not only to vote for my 
amendment, but to effect, if possible, the insertion 
of all the appropriations for all the custom-houses 
embraced in the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

| have great respect for the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, but in sincerity I must say that his 
affected condemnation of my supposed ‘log-roll- 
ing’’ is somewhat absurd. He reminds me of Jo- 


| all | can say of the gentleman’s illustration. 
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seph Surface, in Sheridan’s comedy of the School 


| for Scandal, who, after Sir Peter Teazle discards his 


frank and careless brother, and gives to Joseph all 
his confidence, at length detects him, after all his 


| virtuous speeches, in an attempt upon the honor 
| of his wife, which causes the indignant baronet to 
| exclaim with an oath that he never would trust 
| another man of sentiment again. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in all candor, I would ask, 


{ Laughter. ] 


if it is not preposterous for the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, who stands in relations of the 
strongest personal and political affiliation with the 


| Chief Magistrate; who was one of the most effi- 


cient and intelligent friends he possessed; who 
participated in forming those combinations which 
elevated him to the most exalted station in our 
country with triumphant success, and now his 


| trusted friend, to turn to me, a less expert brother 
| member, with no desire for a coalition, and nothing 


to coalesce with, and read me, in choice terms, 
a homily on the wickedness of ‘* log-rolling?”’ 
Verily, sir, | feel inclined to say with Sir Peter, 


| **Confound me if ever | trust a man of sentiment 
again.”’ 


{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN. I wish simply to makea 
statement in reply to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Elissarp.] The gentleman 


| states that we have had some $30,000 appropria- 


ted for the custom-house at Bangor. Fifty thou- 


| sand dollars were originally appropriated for that 


purpose. Thecontract has already been made for 
the building, and a large portion of the money 


has already been expended. Fifteen thousand 


| dollars were appropriated for the purchase of a 
I desire to put || 


site, and that amount has already been paid over. 
Fifteen thousand dollars more were appropriated 
for repairing the foundations, which sum has 


| been expended; and now twenty thousand dollars | 


more is necessary to make a connection with the 
shore. The money heretofore appropriated has 


| been, and will be expended, before the meeting of 
| another Congress. 


The amount now asked for 
is absolutely necessary to make a connection with 
the shore. Will the House, after having made 


| an expenditure not in accordance with, but against 


the wishes of a majority of the citizens of Ban- 
gor, hesitate now to make this additional appro- 


| priation of twenty thousand dollars, recommended 


as it is by the Secretary of the Treasury ? 
nothing more to say. 

Mr. HIBBARD said: Mr. Chairman, a word 
in regard to the matter of log-rolling, to which the 


I have 


| gentleman from Kentucky has referred in a man- 


ner so felicitous and amusing. My recollections 
of the story of Sir Peter Teazle are not so fresh 
as the gentleman’s, but I remember that when he 


| was laughed at by some of his waggish friends 


about the attempts of Mr. Surface upon the vir- 


| tue of his wife, he joined in the laugh with char- 
| acteristic good nature, rubbed his hands, and said 


it was ** very pleasant.’”? [Laughter.] That is 
He 
was very pleasant, but not very pertinent to the 
matter in hand. Lan OGh Mr. Surface was 
baffled in his designs upon Lady Teazle, and I 
trust the gentleman will failin his attempts to vio- 
late the Treasury. [Laughter.] 

The gentleman says I come from near the north 
pole. Not quite so far upas that, Mr. Chairman, 
but from a most excellent neighborhood in that 
direction—a little State which has always stood 
by the Constitution, maintained economy, and re- 


sisted extravagance, asking nothing of this Gov- 


/ernment but that it will manage its legitimate 
| affairs in a proper way. If that bea crime, | must 


plead guilty, and let the gentleman make the most 
of it. Living there, our cool judgments are not 
driven to the necessity of attempting to sustain 
our positions upon grave matters of fact and figures 
by illustrations drawn from comedy nor works 
of fancy. It was, perhaps, to be expected that 
the gay and gallant gentleman from Kentucky, 
living not near the north pole, as he says I do, but 
under the warm sun of the fervid South, should 
resort to prurient works of fiction for argument 
and illustration. There is no accounting for tastes, 
and no use in disputing about them. The spirit 
of the play from which the gentleman has quoted 
seems agreeable to him, and is doubtless congenial 
with his position upon the questions in issue; 


| though professing to have a good moral, it is not || 
exactly in accordance with some of the notions of || 


I know not how it | 
may be in Kentucky. The gentleman, doubt- '' 


the unsophisticated North. 








less, does know, and with him I leave this new 
matter he has thought proper to introduce, He 
evidently feels that our present action is getting to 
beacomedy. Like other comedies, it seems likely 
to end in ‘*a farce’’ at last. 

I did notchargethegentleman with ‘‘log-rolling,” 
There are those whose sensitiveness sometimes 
induces them to try on coats that were never made 
for them. The gentleman is pleased to put it on: 
I did not put it on him, . If it fits the gentleman, 
why let him wear it. It seemed to me that the 
reading of this list of custom-houses for which es. 
timates were made, the calling over of the roll last 
night and again this morning, however designed 
might have the effect to remind gentlemen inter. 
este] in these various appropriations that their 
cause was a common one. It did seem to me that 
it might have such an effect, and the course of 
affairs in the committee upon these appropriations 
I think also indicates something of the kind. 
There has been more remarkable shaking of hands, 
and joining together of faces. Some strange meet- 
ings of strange bedfellows. 

Sir, | have uttered no sentiment here; I discard 
sentiment. I do not like it, unless it is accompa- 
nied with corresponding practice. I do not like 
to preach one thing and do another; to point one 
way and stand still like a guide post; nor, like 
another class of blind guides, to recommend one 
way and travel acontrary one. If I preach econ- 
omy, | would practice it. Ido not think it our 
duty to stand here, as the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky seems to do, prepared, with eyes shut and 
mouth open, to swallow everything handed down 
to us from the other end of the avenue, because jt 
comes to us from there; to pass every item of ex- 
penditure because a Secretary recommends it; to 
vote everything asked for every conceivable pur- 
pose, without examination and without question, 
because, with or without the Secretary’s per- 
sonal consideration, it has found its way into his 
estimates. 

I say, sir, this is no course for statesmen, nor for 
reasonable men, responsible to the country for all 
our acts. If adopted, it would abrogate the whole 
functions, not only of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, but of Congress, and make us mere au- 
tomatons, to register the edicts of the Departments. 
As well, nay, better, that we never meet here at 
all, than enact such a farce, and call it legislation. 
It is the business of the Departments to recommend 
such appropriations as they deem necessary. | 
is then ours to examine, and to grant such as we 
think requisite, and to refuse the rest. To differ 
from a recommendation of a Secretary about a 
particular item indicates ne lack of confidence i: 
that officer. No Secretary will so regard it, and 
no true friend of his so proclaim it. My ow: 
opinion of the character and general policy of the 
high-minded and incorruptible man at the head of 
the Treasury Department has been too often ex- 
pressed, and is too well known by those who know 
anything of my views, to require me to say that! 
have lost none of my confidence in his integrity 
and eminent ability, because | dissent from some 


' of the items that happen to be found in these est: 


mates. The gentleman yesterday seemed to think 
there had been Democratic favoritism, if not ex- 
travagance, because he told us that Democra's In 
his vicinity wanted jobs, and hence these cais 
for money. If this be so, and thegentleman dis- 
approves it, why does he not join us in puting 
down this favoritism and jobbing? 

The gentleman has traveled out of the record to 
intimate, if | understand him aright, that there 
has been some collusion, orimproper managemen', 
in the recent election to the presidency of an em! 
nent citizen of my own State, of which I amin 
some way cognizant. Sir, such allusions haven 
business here, and | shall not reply to them now. 


If, at a fitting time and a proper occasion, the gen 


tleman will explain his meaning, and specify his 


| charges, I will assure him those charges shall be 
| promptly met. 


Then, as now, I fancy he will be 


compelled to draw for proof and for illustration 


| upon the ** School for Scandal.”’ 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 


The question recurred upon Mr. Wasusery’s 


| amendment. 


Mr. WASHBURN demanded tellers, which 
were ordered; and Messrs. CamppeLiand Cavrce 
WELL were appointed. 
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The question was then put, and the tellers re- 
norted—ayes 73, noes not counted, 

‘So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON. I move the following amend- 
ment: 

For the completion of the custom-house at St. Louis, 
Missouri, =100,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I have to state to the committee 
that that appropriation is recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It is not a naked 
recommendation, but one with reasons given for 
it, which are printed, and here to be read, if de- 
sired. The reasons given by the Secretary are, 
that the custom-house is now in progress; that it 
has never yet been restricted by any appropriation 
made for its completion for any given sum. The 
appropriations heretofore made were, first, to 
becin the work—to purchase the ground and the 
material—then to continue it. That appropriation 
was made while I belonged to the other end of the 
building. Afterwards appropriations were made 
for continuing it. There has never been any re- 
striction—never any limitation—never has there 
been any exceeding of appropriations. 

Nor is it intended now to go beyond the appro- 
priations which have been already made, unless 
for great reasons given by the Secretary in the re- 
commendation which he has made. ‘The appro- 
priation now remaining applicable to this object, 
which may be $180,000, will make one of those 
kind of buildings which are the wonder and as- 
tonishment of Europe; not a building to last, but 
a building to be burned down. It is the astonish- 
ment, sir, of the civilized world, that Americans, 


who have money—money to squander upon every | 


object—when it comes to a building, build houses 
ty be burned down with all their contents, and 
then begin again and build another for the same 
yurpose. ; 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his report, 
says that true economy requires these buildings, 
in the first place, to be faced with stone, and not 
with mastic upon bricks, which has been the plan 
heretofore, mastic being a thing which will not 
stand in that climate. Some parts of it heretofore 
were stipulated to be fire-proof, other parts not; and 
itis to carry out the plan since proposed, of the 
building being fire-proof throughout, and of durable 
material, to last through centuries upon centuries, 
that this application is made. And, sir, why not 
grant it? What is St. Louis? It was a little 
French village when I went to the place. What 
now? A great city, of onehundred thousand souls, 
and representing a commerce with Earopean cities 
and a million of people; and that commerce in- 
creasing every day. 

It was but a few years ago that we obtained 
from the Congress of the United States the privi- 
lege of making it a port of delivery, a part of the 
district of which New Orleans was the port of en- 
try. It was afterwards extended; so as to pay the 
duties there; and what have these payments run 
up to? To $300,000 paid there in the year 1852, 
perhaps $400,000 now, and increasing constantly. 
Nor is it for the office of the customs alone that 
we want the appropriation, but for many other 
offices. What is the amount of money the Uni- 
ted States is now paying in St. Louis as rents 
for buildings? First, there is the custom-house it- 
self, then the court rooms for the Federal courts, 


then the post office—a very large establishment— | 


then comes the Indian department, the surveyor 
general’s department, with the two surveyor’s 
offices, sub-treasury, and others, altogether some 
dozen or fifteen offices in St. Louis for which rents 
have to be paid by the Government. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Several Mempers. ‘* Go on!” “Go on!” 

Mr. BENTON. There are are no less than a 


dozen different kinds of buildings for which rents | 


have to be paid now by the Government. 
(Here the hammer fell again. ] 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mis- | 
sourt (Mr. Benton] is mistaken somewhat in | 
relation to the legislation that has taken place on | 
this subject. At the first session of the last Con- | 
gress an appropriation was made for the purpose | 


of erecting a fire-proof building in the city of St. 
Louis, for a custom-house, post office, &c., ** for 
the completion.”” The second appropriation that 
was made was for the construction of a building 
for custom-house, 


ublic treasury, and other | 


September, 1850, of $25,000, ** provided that no 
part of this sum should be expended unless the 
sum should complete the building.” 

So that, Mr. Chairman, there were two appro- 
priations for this purpose. One said that it should 
not be expended—not a dollar of it—unless it 
would complete the building; and the other was 
made ** forthe completion ” of the building. Now, 
I resisted these appropriations at the outset, be- 
cause I felt that it was my duty to do so. I be- 
heved that they were wrong; and I do believe that 
they arewrong. But the committee has overruled 
me in every instance, and I take it for granted 
they will still continue to do so. However, as 
the St. Louis custom-house and the Louisville 
custom-house are rather exceptions to the general 
rule, it was thought they should be brought spe- 
cially to the attention of the committee, as was 
done yesterday. As to the one in relation to 
Louisville, the estimates and the precise bids were 
before the House when it passed the last appro- 


priation. It passed it on bids before the House. 


I now propose to have the Clerk read a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, ad- 
dressed to the last Congress, showing that on the 
bids, and on the precise estimates, we appropriated 
$115,000 for the completion of this work. That 
is all | propose to do. 

The Clerk then read the following communica- 
tions: 

Wasuineton, February 16, 1873. 

Dear Sir: Wnder the propositions received by the 
Department, the new custom-house and post office at St. 
Louis will require a further appropriation of $115,000, and 
for the marine hospital, $20,000, 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. J. F. Darsy. 


WM.8. HODGE, 


Treascry DeparRtTMeENT, January 21, 1853. 


Srr: T have the honor to report, that by the terms of the 
appropriation authorizing the erection of a cusinm-house at 


| St. Louis, Missouri, the building is required to be fire-proof, 
' and to afford accommodations for the custom house, inde 


pendent treasury, and other offices of the United States 
in that city, embracing the post office, surveyor general's 
office, register and receiver’s offices, penson agent’s office, 
and rooms for the United States courts and other officers. 
That exclusive of the cost of the site, the appropriation for 
the construction of said building, including the necessary 


contingent expenses, amounts to the sum of $75,000, of 


which a balance of 873,978 38 remainsunexpended. That 
a suitable plan for the building, prepared with great care, 
and with particular reference to its most economical con- 
struction, was adopted and proposals invited for its con- 
struction ; and that the lowest bids for the work, as appears 
from the reportof the superintendents, amount in the aggre 


gaie to the sum of $189,78997; showing a deficiency of 


$115,811 59. 

If the building is to be constructed according tothe pres 
ent plan, it is obvious that a large additional appropriation 
will be required before any further steps can be taken, and 
I would therefore recommend, in order to meet all contin 
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gencies, that Congress should be asked to appropriate the | 


furthersum of £125,000 to complete the buildeng. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMMI B. YOUNG, Supervisory Architect. 
Hon. Tuomas Corwin, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, February 17, 1853. 

Dear Str: In addition to the foregoing report, I would 
state that Mr. Rockwell, the former Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, aftera visitto St. Louis last fall, reported to me that, 
on a full examination of the plans for your building, and the 
present post office accommodation, he thoughtit absolutely 
necessary to order more room to be appropriated to that pur 
pose, and thatin a few years the building would not fully 
accommodate all the business proposed to be put into it. 
He further stated that the building could not be erected for 
the money appropriated, and if made in contormity to those 
now being erected by private individuals, would cost nearly 
$200,000. 

The amount of accommodation now required is very 


large, and with the increase of the city ina few years, some | 


of the offices now located in the proposed building would 
have to be removed to other buildings, in order to accom- 
modate the most important business inthis. St. Louis isin 


one of those locations that the required accommodation | 
will very fast increase ; and [ think it would be very bad | 


policy to erect a building of this kind there, that would aot 


| afford proper accommodation at this time. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMMI B. YOUNG, Supervisory Arcitect. 


| Hon. T. F. Darsy, M. C., Washington. 


Mr. DEAN. I move to reduce the appropria- 
tion one dollar. I do it for the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Benton] to 
continue his remarks. 

Mr. BENTON. [I avail myself of the oppor- 


tunity, with thanks to the member who has af- | 


forded it, to say to the gentleman from Alabama 


[Mr. Hovsron] that this age is progressive. 


Everything is moving along; and what will not | 


move of itself is carried along by the advancing 


Offices of the United States at St. Louis, Missouri, || mass. The gentleman looks to former acts, which 
in addition to the appropriation made on the 13th ) related to the building according to its first plans, 
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and were intended for that kind of building which 
has been superseded by the progress of ideas, and 
in which mastic and wood must yield to stone 
and iron. There has also been progress in the 
arts on this subject; they are firmer, and have 
been succeeded by another which was for the con- 
tnuation of the building on the plan which we 
have at last got adupted. I speak of the last act, 
which is the one which is upon the progressive 
principle. The Secretary of the Treasury says 
that the last appropriation to this work was for 
continuing its construction, and he puts within a 
parenthesis ‘consequently not restrictive.’’ So 
that there has been no limitation put upon the new 
plan—no covenant against a new appropriation— 
no estoppel to ask for this $100,000. It is-no 
longer intended to put up a building to be burnt 
down, orto rotdown. But, as I have said, it is 
wanted for more than a custom-house—for twelve 
or fifteen offices, and some of them large. Ca- 
pacity and durability is wanted—a house large 
enough for more than a dozen offices, all to be col- 
lected within it, and for the purpose of being 
burnt up in it. Fire-proof is now the idea, and 
durability the design, and economy to result 
from it, as well as safety. There has been no re- 
striction since the acts the gentleman read. Since 
that there has been no limitation; since that the 
word ‘* completion’ has not been used until in- 
corporated in this amendment which I have pre- 
sented. It is now used—completion is now the 
word—and if it is adopted now, and at another 
session anybody comés forward and asks for a 
further sum, then the gentleman from Alabama 
{Mr. Houston] can spell that word ‘ comple- 
tion,’’ and nail him down to the $100,000, which 
this amendment contains. 

Sir, | was saying when I sat down before, that 
not less than ten or fifteen offices belonging to the 
United States were kept in hired buildings in St. 
Louis, the rent of which is more than the interest 
on the cost of the proposed building. It would 
be economy to erect such a building, which by the 
law of its creation—by the words in the act which 
commenced it—is to be made to accommodate all 
those different offices, enumerating by name the 
whole of them. Thereupon will cease the enor- 
mous rent we are now paying. It will bea piece 
of economy in the use as well as in the perpetuity 
of the building to make it as this stating pro- 
poses, and I hope the House will readily grant it, 
seeing that this amendment contains that word 
‘**completion,’’ which is to be a bar to future ap- 
plications. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dean’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was not 
agreed to. 


The question then being upon Mr. Benron’s 
amendment, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Vam and 
CHuRCHWELL were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 89, noes 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RIDDLE. I move to amend by adding 
the following: 


For completing, in a fire-proof manner, the custom- 
house at Wilmington, Delaware, $12,000. 


Mr. Chairman, I do not design to occupy even 
the five minutes allowed me under the rules of this 
House. I havealready said what I desire to say 
in relation to this recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. But, sir, I find that my 
appropriation stands before this committee, as [ 
stand in the House, alone; with no friends to 
back be, no colleagues to advocate my claim. 

I have asked, at the hands of this committee, 
nothing which the Secretary of the Treasury has 
not asked for, as a matter of justice and economy 
to this Government. The question before us is 
simply whether you will complete this custom- 
house as it has been constructed to the first floor, 
in a fire-proof manner, or whether you will con- 
struct it in such a manner as will render it liable 
to be destroyed by fire, as was the one at Portland, 
Maine. 

The Secretary says, in his recommendation, that 
it will be most economical for the Government to 
grant the appropriation. But it is in vajn for me 
to repeat the arguments which are urged in the 
strongest language by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. If it be the pleasure of the House to strike 
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down the appropriation for 
decision be made now, and I will not trouble them 
again with the matter. 
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which I ask, let the 


Mr. RIDDLE demanded tellers upon the adop- 


tion of the amendment, which were ordered; and 
Messrs. Vau. and CuurciiweL. were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported —ayes 82, noes 39. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHILLIPS offered an amendment, appro- | 


priating $64,000 for completing the custom-house 


at Mobile, and addressed the committee ‘in favor | 
of the amendment. [These remarks will be found | 


embodied with those in a preceding column.] 
Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers on 


amendment. 


the 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harais of | 


Alabama, and WHeever were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 89, noes 37. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WADE. 
to the bill: 

To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, Ohio, 
$25,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no desire to make any 
special remarks on the necessity or propriety of 
this appropriation, But 1 wish to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fuct that the Secretary 
of the Treasury has reported the amount as ne- 
cessary for the completion of the marine hospital 
at Cleveland. I desire to state that the city of 
Cleveland has between forty and fifiy thousand 
inhabitants, and that it is one of the most salu- 
brious locations on the shores of Lake Erie; that 
this 


I offer the following amendment 
' 


marine hospital has been located there, and | 


has progressed to a point which needs about this | 


sum to perfect it. 


lt is now in that condition that | 


two thirds of the wards in the hospital are unfin- | 


ished; the upper portion of the building about the | 


roof is unfinished; the rains and storms beat in 


under the roof, and render that portion of it, | 


which was destined to have been completed, inca- 


} 


pe of occupation by the inmates of this hospital. | 
wish to impress upon the committee the fact, | 


that at the port of Cieveland during the last year 
there were 23,400 seamen entered; that that lake 


country is a nursery for your seamen; that, aside | 


from the fisheries, which bring fisherman from the 
Atlantic States, there is no part of the United States 
which compares with the western lakes as a nur- 
sery for your seamen. 

I would say, further, that such is the condition of 
the western country during the summer season, 
that patients for this marine hospital are sent from 
New Orleans, from St. Louis, and from the Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries generally, that they 
may avail themselves of the salubrity of the at- 
mosphere on the lakes in the summer season. 


This building is, however, in that unfinished con- | 


dition that many of the patients who have suitable 
recommendations for admission there are turned 
away, because there is no room for them. I can- 
not tell how much the Government has expended 
on that building, but it is a fine structure, stand- 
ing in one of the most lovely locations in that 
beautiful city. 

I want to say to the committee further, that it 
will be most niggardly economy to refuse this 


appropriation, having progressed to this point, | 


and let the building go to ruin. 

[ desire to state that the tonnage of vessels 
entered at Cleveland last season was 495,000 tons, 
and that the revenue collected there, by shipment 
to foreign ports, was $50,000 and upwards. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lunderstand that the amend- 
ment under consideration is that in regard to the 
hospital at Cleveland. I am anxious to get the bill 
through the committee to-day. Here are some 
six or eight marine hospitals, for which appropri- 
ations have been recommended by the Depart- 
ment, but which the committee have not reported. 
If the sense of the committee is in favor of them 
let them manifest it in one vote. 

Many Voices, ‘*Vote on them separately.’’] 
ir. HOUSTON. I will state the reason why 


I voted against the completion of these marine | 
hospitals in the manner and style proposed. In | 


the first place, if gentlemen will look into the sub- 
ject, they will find that we have long since appro- 
priated and disposed of all the hospital money, 
wakich was designed for the comfort and conve- 
nience of sick seamen; and that whole class of 
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people are now dependent upon the general treas- 
ury for support. We are wasting the money in- 
tended for the comfort and convenience of this 
class in their distresses, and we are wasting it 
upon the construction of marine hospitals at places 
which, in my judgment, are not suitable. If gen- 
tlemen will look at page twelve of the document 
I have in my hand, they will find stated the ob- 
jects sought to be accomplished by all these appro- 
priations. Almost all of them are intended more 
to beautify and adorn the buildings than to ad- 
vance the comfort and convenience of the inmates. 

On page thirteen of the same document, you will 
find the annual cost of keeping up these establish- 
ments. At some points it costs the Government 
ten and a half dollars a week for each sick seaman 
in the hospital. At the last session of Congress, 
when this question was thoroughly investigated 
in the House of Representatives, we had before 
us a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


stating that itcosts about double the amount, upon || 


the average, to take care of sick seamen in this 
way, than when we procure quarters for them in 
private establishments. That is true now. At 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, the cheapest point, it 
costs four dollars and twenty cents a week; and 
at a point in Florida, it is over ten dollars a week 
for each sick seaman in the hospital. They range 
all along between these two amounts. 

If we propose to take care of them as we ought 
to do, let us makesuch arrangements as will enable 
the Government to take care of them upon the 
fund which is raised; and if we cannot de it, let 
us not take these Jarge amounts for the purpose 
of building houses for them. 

By reference to another page of this same doc- 
ument, you will find that at Cleveland, Ohio, we 
have had nine differentappropriations, Itisavery 
difficult matter to finish the building. Theappro- 
priations for the marine hospital at that city have 
been as follows: 


1842, August 29, for site.......ccccccccccees 
1845, March 3, for construction 


. +s $12,000 00 
8.333°33 


In48, August 3, He wide eeuscsiiass . 10,000 00 
1849, March 3, do cccvcccosceccecs - 6,667 00 
1850, September 30, do Secdaeacss Quer 
Do do for furniture.......+- 7,000 
Do do for grading and filling. 5,000 
20,000 00 





1851, March 3, for construction......- 
1852, August 31, draining, heating, and watering. 


12,909 05 
2,000 00 


1,909 38 
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The appropriations here are no worse than at 
other places. At St. Louis over $80,000 have been 
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appropriated for the marine hospital there, at differ- | 


ent periods; at Chicago, Illimois, over $49,000; at 
Louisville, Kentucky, over $50,000; at Paducah, 
Kentucky, over $50,000; at Evansville, Indiana, 
$25,000; at San Francisco, California, $180,000. 


So we see by reference to these documents, that | 


we are using that kind of economy which requires 
the largest expenditare of money to accomplish the 
end. Inthe manner in which this expenditure has 
been made, it is a great waste of money and as one 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, I thought 
itmy duty to give a vote which would arrest this 
course of things. The rooms in this building, for 
which the amendment now provides, are, with very 
few exceptions, in a comfortable and convenient 
state, onl 

of the sick. 


between seven and eight dollars a week 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. HIBBARD. I move toamend by reducing 
the appropriation one dollar. 
I will consume but a minute of the time of the 





everything is in readiness to take care | 
The physicians, nurses, and cooks | 
are kept by the Government at a cost averaging || 


committee in giving an additional reason to those | 


suggested by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. | 


Houston.} These estimates have been spoken 
of in the aggregate as a condition of the system; 
and now I wish to direct the attention of the com- 
mittee to the demands for the appropriations 
which we are now asked to make. By referring 
to House document No. 5, you will find that at 
Key West, Florida, for which an appropriation 
is to be asked, that the average number of patients 
is only five. We have already appropriated for 
Key West a large sum of money,to which refer- 
ence has already been made by the gentleman 
from Alabama. By referring to page fourteen of 
the same document, you will find that there are 
employed at the marine hospital at Mobile, Ala- 
bama, one surgeon, one superintendent, one mat- 
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ron,one nurse, one assistant nurse, one house 
cleaner, one cook, two laborers, one laundress 

: , 
one assistant laundress, where there was but one 


patient for the last year. The average number of 
patients is none. Still weare to be asked for an 
appropriation to complete this marine hospital 
where we have not a single patient. At Paducah’ 
Kentucky, there are employed one surgeon, one 
superintendent, one steward, and eight employees, 
where there are no patients at all. 

Mr. FULLER. If the gentleman will turn 
over the page, he will find the average number of 

atients at Mobile is twenty-seven. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I stand corrected as to Mo. 
bile, but am right as to the rest. 1 thought it 
strange that such should be the fact there. But, 

| sir, Paducah, Kentucky, for which the gentleman 
from Kentucky desires an appropriation, has no 
patients. At Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania—another 
| part of this system—the number of patients, none, 
Key West, average number of patients, five, 
Now, sir, for a marine hospital at Paducah, Ken- 
|tucky, where there are no patients, we have 
already appropriated $51,625. At Cleveland we 
have already appropriated $71,909, while at the 
| hospital in that place there are an average of 
| twenty-eighi patients. Ata large number of these 
| hospitals there are no patients at all; at some of 
them there are a few; at others quite a number. 

Now, sir, the whole fact of the matter is, that 

we need but few marine hospitals, and they should 
be selected with care, and located at eligible 
| points, where the greatest number of patients will 
| be likely to congregate. They should be located 
| in different portions of the country. Some of 
«hem I would have upon the western waters, al- 
though there are not, perhaps, so many patients as 
upon the Atlantic coast; still they are necessary 
there. I would aggregate the expenditures at the 
most prominent points, because in that way we 
shall accommodate the greater number. 

I cannot think that this committee will deem 
| any further argument necessary to show the utter 
inexpediency of these appropriations, a large 
portion of which are to be applied to points where 
there are no patients. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. BLISS. Iam satisfied that if this com- 
mittee can only understand the facts connected 
| with the appropriation which is provided for in 
the amendment of my colleague, [Mr. Wane,} 
there will not be a single vote in opposition to its 
adoption. I deny that the representations of the 
gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hissaro,| 
however true it may be of the circumstances con- 
nected with other institutions of the same kind, 
can have any application to those connected with 
the hospital at Cleveland. Although it may be 
true that injudicious appropriations may have 
been voted by Congress to establish marine hos- 
pitals; although it may be true that there may be 
some of these institutions which have no patients, 
such a statement is utterly untrue with regard to 
that at Cleveland, for which this appropriation 1s 
sought. 

As has already been remarked, it is so situated 
as to accommodate the whole frontier lying along 
the great chain of lakes, extending from the West 
to the East. It is provided with as many patients 
as in its present incomplete state it can accommo- 
date, and applications, as I have reason to know, 
are from time to time made for the admittance 0! 
more patients than can possibly be received. 

I know it is provided with a medical corps, 
| consisting of gentlemen distinguished in science, 
having all the capacity in that profession that per- 
tains to any other board of a like kind in the coun- 
try. It was established as a matter of necessity; 
it was established in accordance with the dictates 
of humanity; and it has been sustained, from time 
to time, as has been shown by the chairman 0! 
the Committee on Ways and Means, by appr 
priations, although they were light and mefhi- 
cient. It is at present incomplete, and the amount 
already expended to promote the great objects of 
this institution, is liable to be lost in the niggardly 
economy which would withhold the small appro 
priation that is now asked. ' 

I say, again, that if gentlemen of the committee 
could understand distinctly the circumstances sul 
rounding this application, I cannot believe there 8 
one here who would vote against it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 
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Mr. FULLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, so as to increase the appropriation one dollar. 
What f am about to say will relate to the subject 
eenerally rather than to any particular one of these 
propositions. I have not seen the report of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury this year, showing the | 
collection and disbursement of the hospital fund. 
Last year, I recollect, $130,000 was collected out 
of the monthly wages of seamen—twenty cents a 
month—and the expenditure was just about that 
sum. Now there are thirteen thousand seamen in 
the State which I in part represent, and yet there is 
not a hospital in that State to which they can go to 
be taken care of in case of sickness. The nearest is 
at Chelsea, Massachusetts, and it is always found 
to be crowded. Allusion has been made to the 
cost of supporting each seaman in hospital. Well, 
it is true that if you build a hospital, and provide 
it with a proper staff of officers and nurses, the | 
fewer the number of sick seamen there, the greater 
will be the expense of each per week; but if, un- 
fortunately, any epidemic prevails by which the | 
number is swollen, it then becomes cheaper. The | 
attention of the Committee on Commerce bas been 
particularly called to this subject, by the sickness 
which prevailed in the Gulf last season. I would | 
sav to the gentleman from Alabama that this is | 
nota question of dollars and cents only. Seamen, 
when attacked with infectious diseases, cannot be | 
taken into private houses. 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The gentleman misappre- 
hends meentirely. I do not wish to curtail the com- 
forts of sick seamen at all, and my whole remarks 
showed it. 

Mr. FULLER. Then! stand corrected. Ido 
not wish to do any injustice to the gentleman’s | 
argument. 4 merely want to illustrate the neces- | 
sity and importance of having houses of refuge 
to provide for a class of men who are peculiarly 
subject to epidemic when it prevails, as it did last 
season upon the Mississippi and its tributaries. | 
i say that when the Government exacts from the | 
wages of these men a tax for this very purpose, 
itis bound, by every principle of justice, to provide, 
at convenient points, comfortable hospitals for 


their accommodation. 1! 


Mr. HIBBARD. I did not mean to be under- 
stood that I was against all these appropriations | 
for marine hospitals. Far from it. At the hos- 
pital at New Orleans they have one hundred and 
eighteen patients, on an average; at Mobile, the 
number is twenty-seven. It would seem of doubt- 
ful propriety to have two so near each other as 
those of New Orleans and Mobile. 

Mr. HOUSTON. They ask none at Mobile. | 

Mr. HIBBARD. At Chelsea the number is 
eighty-seven. I would make no contest about 
that. At Louisville the number is forty-three. | 
At some points on tne Ohio river there should be 
some of these institutions; and I would not make 
any contest about that. As to the locality of | 
Cleveland, my remarks may not particularly ap- 
ply. I am not prepared to say that | would op- 
ose that; but for such institutions as those at Key 

Vest, Vicksburg, and others—and I must add 
the marine hospital in theOld Dominion, which has | 
only ten patients—it seems doubtful whether we 
should renew the appropriations. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation two dollars; and 1 do it with a view of 
submitting a remark or two, to prevent prejudice 
against certain measures | have to urge upon this | 
Congress. I know very little of the merits of the | 
proposition immediately before the committee; 
bat | have been struck with this remarkable fact, 
in the suggestions which have been submitted, 
that gentlemen seem to confine their arguments 
on this subject to the fact, that at this or that 
place there is a larger or a smaller number of 
patients. Now, I submit to gentlemen, as men 
who have the instincts of humanity within their | 
breasts, whether it is not as important that 
one sick man should be attended as that one hun- 
dred should be attended? And if it be true that | 
at Key West, in the State of Florida, because of | 
the unusual good health during the past season, 
there has been only an average of five patients per | 
week, whether that should be a reason why ob- | 
Jection should be made against the hospital there, | 
orat any point along the Florida coast? Those | 
five sick men require treatment, require the kindly | 
offices of the Government, just as much as five 
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hundred or five thousand who may have been car- 
ried into hospitals at other points of this Union. 

Let me say, in reference to that portion of 
country which has been so often referred to here, 
in terms injurious to their interests, that when 
Florida asks (and the remark is true in regard to 
the points on the Gulf coast)—when they ask ap- 
propriations for marine hospitals, they ask not 
that which is for their own benefit as much as for 
the benefit of citizens of other States—particularly 
of seamen who come to us from the northern 
States. They have no seamen; but they ask that 
those who come to their ports, engaged in the com- 
merce of the country, shall be attended when they 
are sick, as is the case elsewhere; not as citizens 
of that section, but because they are men whoare 
entitled to the humane consideration of a Govern- 
ment which has undertaken to provide for those 
encountering the difficulties and hardships which 
seamen undergo. Sir, if it beright that aid should 
be given by the Government ata point where there 
were five hundred sick men per week, it is right 
that there should be aid given where there are but 
five sick per week. 

I have submitted these remarks, not knowing 
anything of the proposition immediately before 
the committee, with a view to draw the attention 
of its members to the fact that the argument pre- 
sented on this subject was defective, in directing 
the mind to the greater or lesser number of men 
sick at particular points; and therefore not avail- 


, able to strike down measures coming within the 


reason of the policy, although they may not be 
called for by the numerical necessity demanding 
such measures at other favored points. This pre- 
sents no criterion, as will be seen when it is re- 
membered that some seasons are more afflicted 
with disease and epidemics than others. Thus 
much for the present; and I will have occasion to 
say more when the bills for hospitals at St. Mark’s 
and Appalachicola come up for consideration. I 
should have said nothing but for remarks made 


| which may tend to prejudice those applications. 


Mr. FULLER, (interrupting.) I would like 
to ask the gentleman from Florida a question. If 
the season be healthy, the patients may be few; but 
if there be an epidemic, would they not be very 
numerous ? 

Mr. MAXWELL. Yes, sir; and that isa re- 
mark which must be made with respect to the 
southern coast. When there is no epidemic, there 
may be few patients; but when there is one, then 
the hospitals are crowded. Key West was for- 
tunately exempt from the epidemic in the past | 
season. It is one of those things which we can 
thank God for during this season; but at another 
season we might not have the fortune to be able 
to do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I did not in- | 
tend to say anything more on the subject of these 
marine hospitals. 1 have no doubt about their 
passing; but I think the gentleman from Florida, 
{Mr. Maxwetit]—and | hope he did it uninten- 
tionally—has placed me in his reference to what I 
said, in a false position. . 

I did not make my opposition to these appro- 
priations because I desired to curtail the comforts 
and convenience of the sick seamen. I did not 
desire to have these appropriations resisted be- 
cause I was inattentive to that class of our fellow- 
citizens, but because I believed that this was a 
waste of money, and did them no good. I do not 
mean to say that it is a waste of money to build 
houses for them; on the contrary, | think it is 
proper and right this should be done. But I would 
like to ask gentlemen in this House who under- 
stand, and who have reflected on this subject— 
that is, on the building of houses for purposes of 
this sort—I would like to ask them whether it is 
necessary to appropriate $100,000 or $80,000 to 
an hospital in Cleveland, or in any other of the 
points spoken of in this report? My friend [Mr. 
Asue] says he would take $16,000 for them: and 
that is about the point; and the opposition I make 
is not to the building of houses; ic is not that they 
ought to be dispensed with—any of them—but it 
is that we ought to use proper economy in th®ir 
building; and unless we do that, it would be as 
well to give it up entirely. 

Now, sir, it will not do for gentlemen to say 
that there are a great many patients in the hospi- 
tal at one season, and very few at another, when 
they are reduced to the average of five. Why, if 
gentlemen look at this table, they will find it is | 
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the average for the year. The whole year is 
taken—the time when there are many patients, 
and the time when there are few. This gives the 
average number of patients for the year; and the 
object of this table was not to show that there 
were only five patients at Key West, or that there 
were many or few in any other point; it was to 
show that the manner in which they are appro- 
priating and expending money on these public 
buildings is unprecedented and unnecessary; that 
it is a waste of money which does not redound 
either to the comfort or convenience of the sick 
seamen. It shows, at least, that at all points 
where the Government can use the instrumentality 
of private establishments, it is necessary that it 
should do so; and this leads to economy, as well 
as to the convenience and comfort of the seamen. 
It is for economy that we should use private estab- 
lishments when that can be done. 

[ am not making opposition to any of these, as 
existing establishments; I am not making opposi- 
tion which would resist appropriations necessary 
to finish them, in order to promote the comfort of 
the seamen. Notatall. They are now in acon- 
dition to afford that convenience and comfort 
which the seamen are entitled to have; which I 
am at all times, and have ever been, willing to give 
them. 

The gentleman [Mr. Maxwe tt] says, however, 
that if there is one sick seamen he ought to be 
cared for as well as if there were a hundred. 
That is alltrue, sir. One sick man requires to be 
attended to just as well as that man would if he 
were one of-a class of a thousand. But then I 
reckon gentlemen will hardly argue that a hundred 
thousand dollars ought to be appropriated to build 
a house for that one. 

I am not going to curtail one sick seaman’s 
comfort. Iam not proposing that we should not 
take care of him, as well as a thousand. But I 
do not want to appropriate a hundred thousand 
dollars for his use, because we can take that 
money, and with the interest of it, care for him, 
nurse him, and administer to his wants, ten times 
as well under the present system. 

I do not propose to say anything further, but I 
do hope that some gentleman will propose in one 
amendment, for all these marine hospitals, and let 
them pass all at once, if they must pass. I have 
no idea that we shall defeat them, and therefore I 
desire that those of them which are contained in 
the estimates of the Secretary may be embraced in 
one amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I accept 
the suggestion which has been made by the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, in regard to the manner in which these 
proposed amendments shall be voted upon. I 
think the committee can vote upon the whole of 
them together as well as upon the separate items. 

I rise for the purpose of offering an amendment, 
to cover a recommendation of the Secretary, in 
regard to an appropriation for the completion of a 
marine hospital at Chicago. I do it for the rea- 
son that the gentleman who represents that dis- 
trict is absent. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


For the construction of stone steps and railing to the 
hospital at Chicago, Illinois, and for grading the grounds, 
and inclosing the site of said hospital with-a suitable iron 
fence, in accordance with the recommendation of the See- 
retary, $8,000. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. 
amendment to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
man’s amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


For completing the marine hospital at 
259,000. 


Mr. LATHAM offered the following amend- 
ment: 
For inclosing and draining the site, and for necessary 


out buildings of the marine hospital at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, $44,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
will be read altogether. 

Mr. SKELTON. I rise to a point of order. 
I would inquire of the Chair if it is not compe- 
tent for any member of this eommittee to demand 
a separate vote upon each amendment? They 
embrace very different kinds of propositions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ask 
for a separate vote ? 

Mr. SKELTON. I do. @ 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of order, 


I propose to offer an 


I accept of the gentle- 


Vicksburg, 


The amendments offered 
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and it is this: that the amendment relating to 
Vicksburg is not in order, because it is a new 
appropriation. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
ment. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Is it in order for the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Wasusuane} to offer an 
amendment to the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] which relates to 
Cleveland ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that it is 
in order. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
1 offered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
amendment I offered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The only question now 
is upon the amendment oilered by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Wane.} 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Wane’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now offer 
the amendment which hasalready been submitted. 

‘The amendment was read, as follows: 

For the construction of stone steps and railing for the 
hospital at Chicago, Iilinois, and for grading the ground and 
inclosing the site of said hospital with a suitable iron fence, 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, $8,000. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to make no 
extended remarks upon the amendment which I 
have offered. It simply follows the reeommenda- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. ‘The im- 
portance of that hospital to a city of sixty thousand 
inhabitants must be well known to every member 
of this House; and the report states that it has, on 
the average, twenty-one patients all the time. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. LATHAM. I offer the following amend- 
ment; and it asks for an appropriation which is 
recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury: 

For inclosing and grading the sites for the necessary out 
buildings for the marine hospital at San Francisco, $44,000. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON. I move the following amend- 
ment, in conformity with the estimates of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury: 

For the construction of hot-air furnaces, fencing, and 
paving the marine hospital at Louisville, Kentucky, $15,000. 


I withdraw my amend- 


I withdraw the amendment 


[ also withdraw the 


The question was then put on the amendment; 
and, upon a division, there were—ayes 36, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wueeier 
and Harris were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 72, noes 48. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FULLER. I have an amendment which I 
desire to offer; and I do it because my colleagte 
from the Cumberland district [Mr. Macponap] is 
not now present. I offer the following: 

For the completion of the marine hospital at Portland, 
Maine, $80,000, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 
This is a deficiency bill. The appropriation for 
which the gentleman’s amendment provides is not 
recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury as 
adeficiency. I submit, therefore, that the amend- 
ment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair under- 
stand the hospital for which the appropriation is 
asked to be an original work, or a building already 
commenced ? 

Mr. FULLER. The building has already been 
commenced, and the amount provided in the 
amendment is recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury as a deficiency. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Notat all. 

Mr. FULLER. I beg to refer the gentleman 
to miscellaneous document No. 5, if he doubts the 
fact of its being so recommended. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have examined the docu- 
— alluded to by the gentleman, and I do not so 

nd it, 


Mr. FULLER. The recommendation is pre- | 


cisely the same in effect as other recommendations 
of the Treasury Department for deficiencies. 
@Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Maine 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


is mistaken. ‘That document purports to give a 
history of all the marine hospitals that are being 
built, but it does not recommend this as a defi- 
ciency; and the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Barkspace} withdrew a similar amendment, for 
the very reason that it was not a deficiency. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. The gentleman is in er- 
ror. Lonly withdrew it temporarily. I intend 
to offer it azain as soon as I get an opportunity. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Here are the estimates, and 
itis notamongthem. It is not a deficiency, and 
I object to it. 

Mr.FULLER. In reply to the gentleman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair wishes to un- 
derstand whether the building is already com- 
menced ? 

Mr. FULLER. Itis already commenced, and 
$30,000 have been appropriated for it. 

The CHAIRMAN. If that be the fact, the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I beg leave to call the at- 
tention of the committee to document No. 3, page 
2971, from which it appears that Congress appro- 
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priated $30,000 for this building at Portland, , 


Maine, on August 31, 1852. A site for the build- 
ing was purchased on the 11th of November, 1852, 
for $11,000; but the selection not being considered 
a judicious one, a second commission was ap- 
pointed to select another site; and their recom- 
mendation has not vet been acted upon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is not a deficiency, 
and it is not asked for by the Department as a 
deficiency. 

Mr. FULLER. If I understand the position 
of this case, it stands precisely on the sa ne foot- 
ing as the Louisville custom-house, where the 
Government refrained from making the expendi- 
ture because the sum appropriated was not suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to call his attention to the record which de- 
cides this matter at once. An appropriation for 
the Louisville custom-house is asked for in the es- 
timates for deficiencies. Here are the estimates 
for deficiencies for marine hospitals, and the one 
at Portland is not included. The Secretary of the 

| Treasury does not want this sum as a deficiency. 
He has as much money as hecan spend there this 
year. It is recommended in the estimates for the 
general, civil, and diplomatic appropriation bill, 

TheCHAIRMAN. The 81st rule is as follows: 

‘*No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 

| for any expenditure not previously authorized by law.’’ 

The question, whether the appropriation has 
been recommended by the Secretary or not, of 
course has no bearing upon the question of order. 
As the Chair understands the facts of this case, 
appropriations have already been made for this 

| object, and it is therefore ‘‘authorized by law,”’ 
within the meaning of the rule just read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The point I make is this: 
not that there has been no appropriation made, 
but that the work has not been commenced, and 
that this is nodeficiency. This being a deficiency 
bill, the rule which has been read by the Chair 
does not apply to the case. 

Mr. FULLER. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lam stating my point of or- 
der; it is this C 

Mr. FULLER. I call the gentleman to order. 
I ask whether a question of order is debatable? 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am restating my point of 
order, because the Chair misapprehended me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will be happy 
to hear the gentleman from Alabama. What is 
the rule to which the gentleman refers different 
| from the rule read by the Chair? 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is this: that it is not com- 
petent for the committee to put into a deficiency 

| bill an original appropriation which is not asked 
| for by the Department. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware 
of any such rule. 
bama turn to it and read it? 

*Mr. HOUSTON. There is no such rule; but 
the practice of the House has been universally 
whht I have indicated. There has been no case 
| to the contrary. Here are the estimates for the 
| deficiency bill, and here are the estimates for the 
| civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. This ap- 
| propriation for Portland is not in the former, but 
| is in the latter estimates. 
‘ this is in order, then it will be equally in order to 





Will the gentleman from Ala- | 


If the Chair rules that | 


vig wie oul 


put in every single item now in the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order made 
by the gentleman from Alabama is, that this ap. 
propriation is not within the 83d rule—an appro- 
priation ‘* authorized by law.’’ That is the only 
rule which the Chair finds at all applicable to the 
subject; and under that rule the Chair thinks that 
tie one is in order, and is * authorized 
oy law. 

a HOUSTON. I make the point of order 
that it is not a deficiency, and cannot go intoa de. 
ficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ap. 
peal from the decision of the Chair? : 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a point of order 
and state it in this way: that there can be no de. 
ficiency 

Mr. FULLER. 
ginia to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir. 
ginia is on the floor toa question of order, and he 
has a right to state it. 

Mr. FULLER. Well, I hope these interrup- 
tions will not be taken out of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is upon the floor on a point of order, and 
the Chair will hear what he has to say. 

Mr. LETCHER. I say that where no site 
has been selected, as in this case of Portland, 
Maine, there can be no deficiency; and therefore 
it 1s not in order to make an appropriation in the 
deficiency bill to meet the case. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair rules the same 
way that he did before. It has been established 
that it is competent for any member of the com- 
mittee to offer an appropriation relating to any 
work which has been in progress, whether recom- 
mended by the Secretary or not. The Chair rules 
the amendment in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I appeal from that decision 
of the Chair. 

The question was then put, ‘* Shall the decision 





I call the gentleman from Vir. 


'of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 


mittee ?’’ and there was, on a division—ayes 7], 


noes 33; no quorum. 

Mr. COBB. I demand tellers. 

Mr. HENN. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 49, being a bill to supply deficiencies in ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiseal year end- 
ing 30th June 1854, and hadcome to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Before we adjourn, 
Iask the unanimous consent of the House to 
take up a bill from the Senate, which was passed 
by the House with some amendments to it. I: 
has been somewhat modified. It is a bill relating 
to the pay and contingent fund of that body. | 
propose to take it up and make some disposition 
of it. 

Mr. RIDDLE and several other Members. ! 
object. yt 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I suppose it is in 
order to move that the House do now proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour not having 
expired, it is not in order. 

Mr. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask the unant- 
mous consent of the House to present a joint res- 
olution of the Legislature of the State of New 
York, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. It is in relation to the security of em- 


_igrant passengers, and to alterations of the law! 


that respect. petal... ' 

TheSPEAKER. If there is no objection mace, 
it can be presented. The Chair hears no objection 
to the introduction of the resolution. 

It was accordingly presented, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and agreed to. = 

The House accordingly adjourned at twenty 


| minutes past three o’clock, p. m. 
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1854. 
IN SENATE. - 
Fria’, February 3, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PRIVATE BILL DAY. 

This being the day set apart, by resolution of the 
Senate, for the considerauon of private bills, to 
which no objection should be made, the following 
were disposed of: 

JOHN G. MACKALL. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The first bill on the Cal- 
endar for the consideration of the Senate, is the 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Tohn G. Mackall, deceased. 

7 Mr. BAYARD. That belongs to a class of 
cases which I think it my duty to oppose. 

The PRESIDENT. Being objected to, it goes 
over. 

WILLIAM G. RIDGELY. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill is for the 
relief of William G. Ridgely. 

Mr. BAYARD. That belongs to the same 
class of cases. I feel bound to oppose it. 

The PRESIDENT. It will go over. 

ALBERT HART. 
The bill increasing the pension of Albert Hart 


was read a second time, and considered as in 


Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 


rior to increase his pension to $16 a month, from || 


January 1, 1854, to continue during life. 

Albert Hart was a soldier in the Baltimore bat- 
talion in the Mexican war. At the storming of 
Monterey he had charge of the colors of his com- 
pany, and lost his right arm, but continued to 
support the flag on his left arm until relieved from 
duty. His name was placed on the pension rolls 
at eight dollars a month, which he finds wholly 
insufficient to support himself and family. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time, and passed. 
LAVINIA TAYLOR. 

The bill for the relief of Lavinia Taylor was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay her a sum equal to five years’ pay of 
her husband, the late Isaac Taylor, a private in 
the Army. 

Isaac ‘l'aylor was a soldier in the regular Army, 
and was killed in the massacre of Major Dade’s 
command in Florida, on the 28th December, 1835. 
On learning the death of her husband, the me- 
morialist applied for a pension to the Commission- 
er of Pensions, and was informed that there was 
no law providing a pension for the widows of 
regular soldiers who were killed by the enemy. 

sy indorsements on her memorial it appears that 
it was first presented to the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, on the 19th of 
February, 1847. On the 2lstof December, 1847, 
it was again referred to the committee, and under 
the same date it appears that the committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. A letter from the Commmissioner of 
Pensions, dated December 30, 1847, to the Hon. 


H. Johnson, then chairman of the Committee on 
Pensions, says: 


‘She asks for a special act in her favor, as there is no 
general law which gives a pension to the widow of a regu- 
lar soldier of the present military. If the bill which was 
lately drawn up and sent to you should become a law, no 
Special legislation will be necessary in a case like this.” 


And in a letter to the present chairman of the 


committee, dated March 22, 1850, the Commis- 
sioner Says: 


‘* The bill referred to in my letter of the 30th December, | 


1347, did not become a law, and consequently this and 
similar cases remain unprovided for. I respectfully sub- 


mit that it would be no more than just to allow the peti- 


toner a five years’ pension.”? 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

\ ALLEN G. JOHNSON. 
The bill for the relief Allen G. Johnson, of the 


State of Florida, was read a second time, and | 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury to cause to be paid to him the value of cer- 


tain subsistence stores, turned over by him, as | 
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| captain of a company of mounted Florida militia, 
at the time of his being mustered out of service, 
on the 6th day of January, 1840, at Camp Bailey, 
Jetferson county, Florida, to J. B. Collins, a 
quartermaster in the service of the United States, 
but not credited to him by Collins in his returns 
to the Treasury Department, the amount so paid 
not to exceed the sum of $137 23. 


Allen G. Johnson was an officer in command of 


a company of mounted Florida militia, stationed 
at Camp Bailey, Jefferson county, Middle Florida, 


where he and his company were mustered out of 


the service of the United States on the 6th of Jan- 
uary, 1840. At the time of the discharge, he handed 


over to J. B. Harbour, as the representative of 


J. B. Collins, quartermaster, certain subsistence 
stores, for which he took the receipt of Harbour 
on behalf of Collins, for whom he was authorized 
to act. On applying to the Third Auditor of the 
I'reasury for a final settlement of his accounts, he 
was not allowed credit for the stores handed over, 
on the ground that Quartermaster Collins had not 
credited the claimant therewith in his returns, the 
‘Third Auditor remarking, at the same time, that 
it was strange that Harbour, himself a quarter- 
master, should have given a receipt in the name of 
Collins, when he might have receipted for the stores 
on his own authority. 

The only point in the case which, in the opinion 
of the committee, is worthy of particular consid- 
eration, is the question whether the petitioner, 
Johnson, turned over the stores of which he had 
charge, as captain, to a person duly authorized to 
receive and give a receipt forthem. ‘This he ap- 
pears to have done; and,so far as he is concerned, 
any subsequent omission of duty on the part of 
Collins, who received them through his agent, 
Harbour, isa matter of trifling moment. Whether 
Harbour received the stores as the representative 
of Collins, or in his own capacity of quartermas- 
ter, he and Collins are the parties responsible to 
the Government, and indemnity should be de- 
manded from them or their securities for any laches 
in the performance of theirduty. The Committee 
on Military Affairs see no propriety in holding 
officers of the line, as they are termed, accountable 
for the non-performance of their duty on the part 
of those over whom they have no control, and the 
especial business of whom tt is to take charge of, 
and account for the property of the Government 
committed to their keeping, under the penalty of 
their bonds. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


ADAM D. STEUART. 


The bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to cause to be paid to Mr. Steuart, a paymas- 
ter of the United States Army, $150, the amount 
paid by him as a fee to Ashley and Ringo for 
prosecuting a suit at law for the recovery of $2,000 
in specie, stolen from on board the steamboat Tom 
Boling, while the specie was in his charge, and 
being transported for account of the United States 
to Little Rock, in the State of Arkansas, in June, 
1834. 


|| Paymaster A. D. Steuart shipped on board the 


steamboat Tom Bolin, in June, 1834, two boxes 
of specie, containing $1,000 each, and which be- 
longed to the United States, for Little Rock, for 
the purpose of paying the troops of the United 
States in Arkansas. The boxes were delivered by 
Paymaster Steuart to the clerk of the boat, to 
whom the contents of the boxes were made 
known; on the passage the money, while in the 
custody of the officers of the boat, was stolen; on 
the arrival of the boat at Little Rock the money 
was missing, and the clerk of the boat was charged 
with the theft, and finally confessed that when 
the boat last stopped to take in wood before reach- 
ing Little Rock ft threw the boxes containing the 
money out of the cabin window into the river, 
marking the place by certain trees, to know where 
| to look for them. Colonel Steuart, with some 
friends, took the clerk to the place, and, after much 


search, part of the money was found. The cap- 
| tain of the hpat refused to pay the balance; but 
having sold the boat, of which he was part owner, 
|| Colonel Steuart, by advice of counsel, libeled her, 
which prevented the transfer of the property; and 





to remove this incumbrance, the captain returned 
the whole amount stolen by the clerk. This pro- 
ceeding made it necessary for Colonel Steuart to 
employ counsel, which he did. The fees of the 
attorneys amounted to $150, which Colonel Steu- 
art paid, and presented a voucher therefor to the 
War Department for allowance; butit was regard- 
ed by the accounting officers as a disbursement not 
authorized by any existing law, and disallowed. 
ltis for this $150 so paid that Colonel Steuart now 
applies to Congress to have refunded to him. 

Phe bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM SENNA FACTOR. 


The bill for the relief of William Senna Factor, 
reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct $3,707 to be paid to him, 
as indemnity in full for property of Rose Factor, 
destroyed by order of the American officers of the 
United States Army, in the Seminole war of 1836, 
and for property taken by such officers for public 
use in the war; with the provision, however, that 
the Secretary of the Interior shall first be satisfied 
that Billy Senna Factor is the legal representative 
of Rose Factor, deceased. 

Billy Senna Factor, Rose, his mother, and Nan- 
cy, his wife, were free persons of color, residing 
near Mount Vernon, Florida, in a portion of the 
country exposed to the incursions of the hostile 
Seminoles. They owned considerable property; 
all of which was destroyed by the orders of the 
United States troops, to prevent it falling into the 
hands of the Seminoles, or by the hostiles, on ac- 
count of the well-known fidelity of the family to 
the fortunes and interésts of the United States. 

Rose and Billy were often employed as inter- 
preters, and were taken by the United States offi- 
cers in command to Tampa Bay. They were 
compelled to abandon most of their property to 
destruction, and to get the protection of the Uni- 
ted States forces; and, finally, in 1840, they were 
emigrated to the country west ef Arkansas, as 
Seminole negroes. Rose died, leaving Billy her 
son and heir. They were incompetent to prefer 
their claim for indemnity, on the ground that they 
were supposed to be slaves. The committee were 
satisfied, however, that the board convened by 
Colonel North, to value certain negroes to be 
emigrated to Arkansas were mistaken in sup- 
posing them to be slaves. 

The letters of General Taylor, General Jesup, 
and other proofs put it beyond doubt that they 
were undoubtedly free in point of fact, with no 
persons claiming to be their owners. Billy now 
resides in Van Buren, Arkansas, and no such 
claim has ever been made there. The suspicion 
that they might originally have been fugitives from 
the States probably arose from the fact of their 
speaking the English language. Their claims 
consist of three items, covering the losses eae 
ively of Rose, Billy, and Nancy Factor, of the 
several sums of $3,307, $1,750, and $1,025. The 
evidence shows that Rose lost all her property, by 
its destruction under the orders of the United States 
officers. The property of Billy and Nancy was 
abandoned, and they fled for protection to the 
American camp; sal in all probability it was de- 
stroyed by the Seminoles, as it was never recov- 
ered. 

This does not embrace two mules and two 
horses pressed by the United States officers for 
public use, and valued at four hundred dollars, to 
which he is entitled. The committee reject all 
that part of the claim which is for property de- 
stroyed by the Seminoles in a state of war, as no 
such losses ever constitut a legitimate claim on 
the Government. ‘The correct value of the prop- 
erty of Rose and Billy, taken for public use, and 
destroyed to prevent its capture or occupation by 
the enemy, amounts to $3,707, for which the bill 
is reported. j 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

BENJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 

The PRESIDENT. Thenext bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill explanatory of the act for the re- 
lief of Benjamin S. Roberts, upon which the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary have made an adverse 
report. 
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Mr. FOOT. The occasion of the adverse re- 
port grew out of the fact that a like bill had been 
passed by the House of Representatives, and con- 
curred in by the Senate. Having been disposed 
of in that way, the Committee on the Judiciary 
reported adversely upon this bill. ; 

The PRESIDENT. The question will be on 
concurring in the report of the committee. 

The question was taken, and agreed to. 


RICHARD FITZPATRICK. 


The bill for the relief of Richard Fitzpatrick, 
reported from the Committee of Claims, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to require the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to settle and adjust his 
claim for the use and occupation of his land on 
the Miami and New rivers, in Florida, during the 
Seminole hostilities, as a military post, by order 
of officers of the United States, and for wood cut 
on the lands for the use of the military or naval 
forces, and for any other property taken and used, 
by order of officers in command at those places, 
for public purposes or defense; and to direct that 
the amount so found due, upon sufficient and com- 
vetent evidence, be paid to him, with the proviso, 
Lewieas: that nothing contained in the bill shal! 
be construed to authorize payment for property 
destroyed by the Indians. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick submits ‘fan estimate of 
losses and damages sustained by him at his plant- 
ation on Miami river, near Cape Florida, by the 
Seminole Indians; ’’ and an account for the occu- 
pation of his premises by United States troops, 
and for wood and other property taken by the 
troops, amounting in all to $60,320, for which he 
asks payment, * 

Colonel Harney, United States Army, certifies 
that he was in command of the troops in the south 
of Florida for a considerable time during the Sem- 
inole war, and had his headquarters at Fort Dal- 
las, which is located upon the property of Richard 
Fitzpatrick, who is a citizen of Florida, and that 
whatever was found useful on the lands of Mr. 
Fitzpatrick was freely used for the benefit of the 
United States, and that there was a considerable 
quantity of wood cut off the land of Fitzpatrick, 
and used on board of the steamboats in the service 
of the United States, it being more convenient to 
take wood at that place than any other on that 
part of the coast of Florida, 

General Jesup, in a letter addressed to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated January 13, 1841, says that 
Fort Lauderdale, on New river, and Fort Dallas, 
on Miami river, were established by his orders 
some time in February or March, 1838, and that 
both forts are said to be on the lands of Colonel 
Fitzpatrick. 

He says, that timber for building and for fuel, 
for the use of the troops, and for the steamboats 
in the public service, has been cut at both forts; 
and that Colonel Fitzpatrick is justly entitled to a 
reasonable rent for his land, and compensation for 
the timber cut for the use of the public, 

General Jesup adds, that the buildings and other 
preety charged in the account were destroyed 

'y the Indians before the lands were occupied by 
the troops; and it appears, from the »ffidavit of the 
petitioner, that his plantation was abandoned to 
the Indians in January, 1836, two years before 
the occupation by the United States troops; and 
that they took his stock, and destroyed his fruit 
trees and other improvements. The committee 
concur in opinion with General Jesup that the 
claimant is entitled to compensation for the use of 
his land, and for the fuel, timber, and other prop- 
erty, taken and used by the United States troops; 
but they are not prepared to sanction the principle 
that the Government is to be held responsible to 
remunerate its citizens for losses sustained by the 
ravages and depredations of the savage tribes. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


A message was received from the President of : 


the United States, by Sipney Wessrer, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, announcing, that on the 2d instant 
he had approved and signed ‘*An act to provide a 
place for the holding of the courts of the United 
States in the southern district of New York, and 
*for Sther purposes.” 


l 


DON B. JUAN DOMERCQ. 
The bill reported from the Committee of Claims, 
for the relief of Don B. Juan Domercq, a Span- 
ish subject, was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
examine and investigate the claim of Don B. Juan 
Domercq, a Spanish subject, for a quantity of to- 
bacco belonging to him, and taken and used for 
purposes of defense, by order of Colonel Childs, 
at the siege of Puebla, in Mexico, in 1847; and to 
allow and pay him for so much of the tobacco, 
not exceeding seven hundred and twenty-one 
bales, and ata price not exceeding twenty-four 
dollars the bale, as shall be proved, to the satis- 
faction of the Secretary, to have been destroyed 
or lost in consequence of the tobacco having been 
taken and used as aforesaid. It also proposes to 
direct the Secretary of War to allow and pay 
Domereq damages for the injury done to eight 
hundred and twenty-three bales of tobacco re- 
turned to him after being used in barricading the 
streets, &c., of Puebla, provided the amount al- 
lowed shall not exceed one dollar per bale. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


JAMES W. LOW AND OTHERS. 


The bill for the compensation of James W. Low 
and others, for the capture of the British private 
armed schooner Ann, during the late war with 
Great Britain, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to James W. Low, William Driskill, 
—— Southerland, and Stenchen, or to 
such persons as may be legally authorized to re- 
ceive the same, as heirs or legal representatives, 
the sum of $2,570 30, that being the amount paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, and placed 
to the accounts of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
in consequence of a suit, entitled ** The United 


States vs. the schooner Ann and cargo,’’ in the dis- | 


trict court of Maine, December, 1814, the schooner 
having been risen upon and captured, by theabove 
named persons, from the British, and delivered to 
the proper authorities of the United States in the 


State of Maine. The money isto be paid to James | 
W. Low and his associates aforesaid, their heirs | 


or assigns, in the following proportions: to James 
W. Low, for having planned the enterprise and 
directed the capture of the vessel, as first officer 
of the prize, eight parts; to William Driskill, as 
second or assistant officer, four parts; and to South- 
erland and Stenchen, as seamen or sailors, two 
parts each. 

James W. Low, in October, 1814, being then 
on board the British vessel Ann, with the aid of 
two others on board, captured the vessel and cargo, 
and brought it as a prize into a port in the State 
of Maine. The vessel and cargo were sold under 


a libel by order of the district court, and the sum || 
Of this sum, after deducting | 


of $5,818 received. 
the expenses of the suit, there remained a balance 
of $5,140 61; of which $1,927 63 was paid to the 
collector, and $642 57 to the surveyor of the port 
of Thomastown—being one half; and the balance, 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed, 


PURSER T. P. M BLAIR. 

The bill for the relief of Purser T. P. McBlair 
was read a second time, and considered @S8e in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the accounting officers of 
the Treasury in adjusting his accounts to allow 
him the sums paid by himas purser of the United 
States steamer Princeton, to William Taylor, act- 
ing boatswain, to John Coale, acting carpenter 
and to Armstrong Flomerfelt, acting sailmaker. 
who were employed on the steamer by its com- 
manding officer, by authority from the Secretar 
of the Navy,and which sums were disallowed by 
the accounting officers of the Treasury, for the 
reason that the persons to whom the payments 
were made were not included in the number per- 
mitted by law, of officers of the grades to which 
they were respectively appointed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN G. CAMP. 
The bill for the relief of John G. Camp was 


| read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 


tee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the accounting officers of 


| the 'T'reasury to settle his suspended accounts for 


| mileage, as late marshal for the middle district of 


Florida, in the same manner that similar accounts 
are now settled, with the proviso, however, that 
the amount therein charged does not exceed what 
is now allowed by law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL H. HEMPSTEAD. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel H. Hempstead 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to pay him $1,800 for extra services 


| rendered by him in defending the title of the Uni- 


ted States to certain lands in Arkansas. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


THOMAS CHAPMAN. 


The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of the late Thomas Chapman, formerly ccl- 


| lector of the port of Georgetown, South Carolina, 


$2,570 30, was paid into the Treasury of the Uni- | 


ted States. 

The amount paid to the collector and surveyor 
purported to be under the authority of the non- 
importation law. None of the parties who cap- 
tured the vessel have been able to give their 
personal attention to the vindication of their rights, 
and have never received their share of the pro- 
ceeds. By the act of Congress of June 26, 1812, 


letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods in case | 


of the capture of an enemy’s vessel by @ privateer, 


the captor was entitled to the entire amount re- | 


ceived. 


In this case there was not, and of course cculd 


not be, any commission of marque issued; but as 
the captors were American citizens who had been 
previously captured by the British, and entered 
this vessel with a view of capturing her, and in 
advance declared their intention to be such, they 


were most clearly entitled under the provisions of || 


that act to the whole proceeds; inasmuch, however, 
as half the amount was paid to the collector and 
surveyor of the port, and the other half into the 
Treasury, the committee only recommend the pay- 


ment to the parties of the amount in the Treas- 
ury. 


was read asecond time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct $13,457 55 to be paid to 
the parties, being the share (to which Thomas 
Chapman was entitled, as collector) of the cargo of 
the Swedish ship Diana, condemned for a breach 

| of the non-intercourse act, which was decreed to 
be forfeited by him, in consequence of his having 
been examined as a witness in behalf of the 


| claimants. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time and passed. 

ISAAC VARN, SEN. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Varn, sen., of Du- 
val county, Florida, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of War to 
| examine and adjust his claim for the use and oc- 
cupation of his property, for wood and timber cut 
from his land, and for other property belonging to 
him, and taken and used by the United States 
troops, between the Ist of April, 1836, and the Ist 
of July, 1841, and to direct the amount so found 
due, upon competent and sufficient evidence, not 
exceeding $5,000, to be paid. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
_ reading, und was read a third time, and passed. 

RICHARD KING. 
The bill for the relief of Richard King was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. : 

It proposes to confirm him in his title to two 
hundred and forty arpens of land on the eastern 
| bank of the Ouachita river, in the parish of Cald- 

well, Louisiana, which was conveyed by the 
claimant of the Maison Rouge grant to Bagwell 
| Baily, in 1818, for cutting a road through the 
| grant, and has remained in the possession of, and 
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in cultivation by, Baily and his successors to the 
present time, and is now a part of the plantation 
of King, on which he has resided for many years; 
with the proviso, however, that it shall amount 
only to a relinquishment of titieon the part of the 
United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM BLAKE. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of William Blake. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to cause the pension allowed to William Blake, 
on the 14th of March, 1845, to be increased to $13 
per month, and that the increase of pension shall 
commence from that date. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I should like to hear | 
the report read, in order to show on what grounds 
this increase of pension is sustained. 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions of the House of Representatives was accord- 
ingly read. ih 

it appears that William Blake served as ser- 
veant in the company commanded by Captain V. 
R. Goodrich, in the eleventh regiment of infantry, 
during almost the entire period of the war of 1812. 
He received a wound from a ball in his right ankle 
at the battle of Chippewa. He was with his com- 
pany in the battle of Lundy’s Lane, where all his | 
superior officers in the company were either killed 
or wounded, and in the midst of the fight he took 
the command, and behaved most gallantly. 

He was afterwards wounded near Fort Erie, | 
being still in command, by the bursting of a shell 
thrown by the enemy. By these wounds he was 
disabled for some time; but after being wounded, 
discharged the duties of commander of the com- | 
pany, frequently going upon crutches todo so. | 

He was placed on the invalid pension roll in 
March, 1845, at the rate of $8 a month. It seems 
that in 1814 an ensign was the lowest commis- | 
sioned officer of a company; and under the act of | 
1816, if he, in the absence of his superiors, com- 
manded a company, and was wounded while com- || 
manding, he would receive a pension of $13 per | 
month. The committee think William Blake is 
certainly entitled to as much as an ensign would | 
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have received under like circumstances. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I am satisfied. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. " 

BISHOP AND ARNOLD. 

The bill for the relief of George G. Bishop and | 
the legal representatives of John Arnold, deceased, 
was read a second time. 

It proposes to enact that the letters patent grant- | 
ed to John Arnold, (acitizen of the United States, ) 
on July 15, 1829, for anewand useful improvement | 
in a machine for forming a web of cloth, of wool, 
hair, or other suitable substances, without spin- 
ning or weaving; and also the letters patent grant- 
ed to Arnold, and George G. Bishop, (also a citi- 
zen of the United States,) on October 20, 1836, | 
for a new and useful improvement in the same | 
machine, shall be renewed, revived, and extended 
for the term of fourteen years from and after the 
passage of the act, with a proviso that all persons 
now enjoying the lawful use of the said invented 
machine, or any part thereof, so patented, and the 
purchaser of any such machine, or any part there- | 
of, may continue to use the same notwithstanding | 
the provisions of this act. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask that that bill may lie 


over, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricurt.) 
It will go over. 

SOLAR COMPASS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER: The next bill 
on the Calendar is one to enable the United States 
to make use of the solar compass in the public 
surveys. 

Mr. BAYARD. Is thata private bill ? 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in the || 


list. 


Mr. BAYARD. I object to its consideration as 
not being a private bilf. 
Che PRESIDING OFFICER. Then it will 

€° over, under the rule. 


DAVID MYERLE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill | 


on the Calendar is one for the relief of David 
Myerle. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. That bill 
may be passed over to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will go over. 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The hour of one o’clock has 
now arrived. That was the time which was fixed 
for the special order of the day; and therefore, for 


| the purpose of going on with the debate which 


was suspended the other day, 1 move thet the 
Senate postpone all prior orders of business, for 
the purpose of proceeding to the consideration of 
the Nebraska bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, 1 propose to 
offer an amendment to the substitute reported by 
the Senator from Illinois, from the Committee on 
Territories. Itis to strike out from section 14 
these words: 


—‘* was superseded by the principles of the legislation of 
1850, commonly called the compromise measures, and ”’— 


So that the clause will read: 


“That the Constitution, and all laws of the United States 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same 
force and effect within the said Territory of Nebraska as 
elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth sec- 
tion of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into 
the Union, apprayed March 6, 1820.’ 


Mr. CHASE proceeded to address the Senate. | 


He elaborately discussed the subject in a speech 
which occupied two hours and a half in the de- 
livery. {Hus speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix.} 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President 

Mr. BADGER. I willask the Senator to give 
way for a moment. | wish to make a motion 
that ought to have been made earlier in the day, 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MASON. I hope not. 
and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Cass, Chase, Clay- 
ton, Everett, Fish, Foot, Hamlin, Jones of Tennessee, 
Norris, Seward, Shields, Smith, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, 
and Walker—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Bright, 
Brodhead, Butler, Dawson, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Iowa, Douglas. Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
Jones of lowa, Mason, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Thomson of New Jersey, 'Toucey, Weller, Williams, and 
Wright—25. 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, it is not my 
purpose to address the Senate at this time, al- 
though I desire to give my views upon the ques- 
tion as it has been presented in the bill, and also 
to reply to some of the positions assumed by the 
Senator from Ohio. The Senate is already jaded, 
and I do not desire to.proceed to-day. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate ad- 


journ. 





l ask for the yeas 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 3, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sricer. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
with certain correspondence between this Govern- 
ment and the Austrian Chargé d’Affaires; fur- 


nished in compliance with the resolution of the | 


House of Representatives of the 39th ultimo, 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was ordered 
that such report, and the accompanying docu- 
ments, be laid upon the table and printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the subject of the changes which have been 
made within the last year in the manner of keep- 
ing the revenue, and as to how far Assistant 
Treasurers have been made available for the de- 
position of moneys, and as disbursing officers for 
the General Government; furnished in obedience 


to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 22d December last. 
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On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was ordered 
to lie upon the table, and be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Inerior, 
transmitting a communication from the acting 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 30th ultimo, 
asking for an additional appropriation of $15,000 
for the general and incidental expenses of the 
Indian service in the Territory of New Mexico, 
during the current fiscal year; and recommending 
the making of such appropriation. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the communi- 
cation and accompanying documents were referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means and or- 
dered to be printed. ; 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretarv of the Navy, 
transmitting a report from the Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury, exhibiting, in a tabular form, the 
pay and allowances of the several officers of the 
Navy and Marine Corps of the United States, for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1853; furnished 
in cOmpliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 7th December last. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and be 
printed, 

It was so ordered. 

EMIGRANT PASSENGER LAW. 

Mr. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, just before the ad- 
journment of the House yesterday, | moved to 
refer the joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, on the subject of the safety 
of emigrant passengers and the regulation of emi- 
grant ships, to the Committee on Commerce. 

Since the House adjourned I have been in- 
formed, by members of the Senate, that on the 7th 
of December last a special committee was raised 
in the Senate on this subject. ‘That special commit- 
tee consists of Senators isu, Hamum, Sureuns, 
and others, whose names I do not now recollect, 
They have addressed circulars to various ports a!! 
over the Union, and have received answers. It is 
a matter of great consequence. I would state to 
the House that my object now is to move the re- 
consideration of the vote by which the resolutions 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and to move that they be referred to a special 
committee, to be raised in this House to coéperate 
with the one in the Senate. 1 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered, but it cannot be considered now, 
for the reason that there are already two motions 
to reconsider pending, on one of which the previ- 
ous question is resting. The motion must be 
postponed until after these two are disposed of. 

Mr. DEAN. Then the motion will be entered ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Lasked the consent 
of the House yesterday evening to take up Sen- 
ate bill in relation to the pay and emoluments and 
contingent fund of that body. My friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Campse xt] objected, under a misunder- 
standing, which has been removed. I think that 
the bill, in its present form, will be acceptable to the 
House, because there are ng principles involved in 
it to which the House can take exceptions. Under 
these circumstances, | propose that it would be 
respectful to the Senate to take up and act upon 
the bill; [ therefore ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up the bill referred to. 

Mr. MACE. I object. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


MADISON PARTON. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not now in 
order. A motion was made to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refuse: to adopt an amend- 
ment proposed to House bill for the relief of Mad- 
ison Parton; which amendment was proposed by 
the Committee of the Whole House. The pre- 
vious question was ordered to be put. The con- 
sideration of the matter, with the previous question 
thereon, was, by unanimous consent, postponed 
until this day, and that is the first business in 
order. 

Mr. DEAN. I made the motion to reconsider 
that vote. I do not desire to discuss it; but only 
to state to the House—— 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. DEAN. The motion to reconsider is de- 
batable. 
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1uN Ll ask th the amendment wi 
Wils rele ed by the Elouse nn iy be read, i oraer 
tl the blou é may understand it. 

Mir. HiLLYIER. | ask that both the bill and 
report may beread. ‘The re port is short 

The SPEAKER. ‘The amendinent will be re- 
ported to the tlouse 

‘The amendment was to strike out the words as 
follows: 

iovether with miterest thereon from said cu day of 1 
ruary, 150d. 

The SPEAKER. Vhat amendment was re- 
jected by the ifouse, ind the pending motion ts 
‘to re -onsider the vote by which the Llouse reyecte { 
it. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinots. I move to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

‘Mr. DEAN. Upon that motion I ask the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. JONES ‘Tennessee This is a motion 
to lay upon the table a motion to reconsider, 
which connected with the | land is nota final 
vote upon it, May it net carry the ball with it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. HILLYER. 1 ask that the bill and report 


may be read, for the information of the House. 
The SPEAKER. If not objected to the bill 
and report will be read for information. 
No objection being made, they were read by 


the Clerk. 
Mr. DISNEY. Will the Chair be good enough 
to state the precise motion before the Llouse? 
‘Phe SPEAKER again recapitulated the history 
of the action of the House in reference to the bill 


under consideration, as above reported. 
Mr. DISNEY. Has the previous question been 
called upon the motion to reconsider? 


The SPEAKER. The previous question 1s 
resting upon the bill. 
Mr. DISNEY. I only desire to say that there 


is a precedent precisely in point in this case. It 
involves the principle of the Galphin case. 

The stion now being upon the motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table, it was put, 
and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the motion upon 
the table. 

‘The question then recurring upon the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the House 
to concur in the amendment of the Committee of 
the Whole, it was pat, and decided in the aflirma- 
tive—ayes &0, noes not counted. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The next recurred upon agreeing to 
the amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
House, striking out the provision in the bill, al- 
lowing interest upon the claim. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Isthe amendment debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered. 

The question was put, and the House agreed to 
concur in the amendment—ayes 80, noes not 
counted. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and being engrossed, was subse- 
quently read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I movethat the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES, Tennessee. I would remind 
the gentleman from Ohio that the bills passed 
through committee, and reported to the House last 
Friday, have not yet bee n disposed of, and this 
is again ** objection day. There have, I believe, 
been no new bills put upon the Private Calendar 
since last Friday, and | therefore suggest to him 
whether it would not be better to dispose of the 
bills reported last week ? 

Mr. EDGERTON. In answer to the entle- 
man from ‘Tennessee, 1 will say that there are now 
upon the Private Calendar some five or six cases 
that were not upon it last Friday. 

Mr. JONES. There m: iy be a few. 

Mr. EDGERTON. They can undoubtedly be 
disposed of without objection. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman 


(jlte 


refused 


ee tater 


can pursue his 


THE CONGR 











i mauy, \ 4 j 
, \ Lhe t are cw ¢ ik Clie 
( juar t i 1 thnere can 1O OIE my, id 
{ ' + fT 
Wid i y ii | ais, ca i} commillee. 
7" 1 i } ; 
Piey wi en take their places on the Speaker’s 
tubie, along With the bills reported fast K 
7 1 . v * . } ny 
Mr. JONES. res; bul you Will put Chose Oils 
n \ eof the bilis reported last week, and il 
I 
ey tnot a be disposed of to-day, you Will 
throw over the Dilis reportea last weeK unW another 
priviate aay 
I . " 1 
Phe question was then taken on Mr. Epcrr- 
’ : ! le ’ 
rON’s} on, and ity rreed to; and the House 
ordingly resolved itseit intoa Committee of the 
4 : Keseru ‘ , | . 
Wile on the Private Calendar, (Mr. Liinparp 


in the e} 





‘The OH AIRMAN stated that the first business 
ir aoe was Senate bill (No. 2) **to indemnify 
the State of dimen for : of title toa 
township of land granted t ite on her ad- 
es S190 ULO the Union in 

HAVEN. I desire to ibmit to the com- 
mittee that it would be substanulally useless to 
call over the bills to which objection has been 
made heretofore. I therefore move to postpone 
the consideration of those bills, and take up the 
Calendar where we left off last friday. 

Mr. EDGERTON. i will state to the gentle- 
man from New York, that we passed entirely 
through the Calendar on Frid y last; but probably 
some gentlemen who made objection to bills last 


veek inay, from examinations since made, be will- 


ing now to withdraw their objections 
Mr. CLINGMAN. No doubt of it. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I therefore think that it 


better to commence at the 
co through with it. 


would ve 
the Calendar, and 

Mr. HAVEN. 
the chairman of the Committee of Claims, who 
has these matters mainly in charge. I will adopt 
any suggestion he desires to make on the st ib} 
and withdraw my motion. ; 

Mr. HENN. It may be that th who ob- 
jected the last private bill day are not now pres- 
oT 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the gentleman from New York has withdrawn 
his motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
I shall object to all the 
last Friday. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. to the 
rentleman from ‘Tennessee that several bills were 
objected to last F riday because the reports ac- 
compan ying them had not been printe d; and that 
if those reports now printed the objection 
falls. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that objection must be made to the bills separately, 
as they come up. 

Mr. JONES. I beg the Chair to enter me as 
objecting, then, to each one as it come sup. 


The CHAIRMAN, 


' ‘ 
beginning of 


ect, 


se 


I give notice that 
bills that were objected to 


I desire to sugvest 


be 


Does the rentleman object 
to the bill before the committee ? 

Mr. JONES. Ido. 

The following bills were then taken up, and ob- 
jected to, as indicated below: 

No. 51. ‘‘A bill for the relief 
heirs of Elijah Beebe.’’ 
Lercurr.] — 

No. ‘SA bill for settling the claims of the 
legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, de- 
eased.”’ (Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 
see. | 

No. 59. **A bill for the relief of Samuel Colt.”’ 
[Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.] 

No. 63. ‘A bill for the relief 
Jones.’’ [Objected to by Mr. 
York. ] 

The report of the committee, acc ompanying the 
latter b ill, was read through. . 

{Mr. Orr having, in the absence of the Speaker, 
temporarily taken the chair, a message wae re- 
ceived from the Senate, by the hands Mr. 
Macnuen, its Chief Clerk, informing the House 
that the had passed a bill of the House, 
entitled * act to satisfy claims for bounty 


of the widow and 
[Objected to by Mr. 


os . 


of Charles Lee 
Perkins, of New 


senate 


An 


, lands;”’ and also a bill entitled **An act to provide 
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The following bills coming up in order for co: 
side ton, were objected to as indicated below, 
and were laid over, under the rules: 

No. ‘oA bill for the relief of Llenry Lewis, 
of Clinton n county, Indiana.’’ Ohbjected to by Mr. 


Lercnuer. | 
No. 99. so AN bill for the rel iet of © 
° ne om 
; [Obje 


pti 1in Geo rve 
Mr. 


Galveston 


New York.) 


Simpton, of cted to by 


Jonts, of 


No. 103. ** A bill for the relief of Ferdinand 
Clark.?? {Objected to by Mr. Davis, of Indiana.) 
No. 104. §*A bill for the relief of Adolphus 


Meier & Co., of St. Louis.”’ [Objected to by Mr. 


Davis, of Indiana.] 

No. 105. **A bill for the relief of Wilson & 
Brothers, of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri.”’ 
[Objected to by Mr. Davis, of Indiana. ] 


The next bill coming up in order for considera- 


tlon W 
No. 107. 


‘¢ A bill for the relief of Robert Grig- 


non. 

The bill—which was read by the Clerk—pro- 
vides that the secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected pay to the legal representatives of the 


Menomonee tribe of Indians, or their assignees, 
the sum of $19,000, in full satisfaction of their 
claims against the United States, arising out of 
the treaty with the Menomonee tribe of Indians 


on the 3d of September, 1836. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to object to- 
this bill, but ] suggest that the words * or their 
assignees’’ be stricken out. If it is not, we may 
be involved in a great deal of trouble. We do 


not know who are their assignees. 

Mr. ORR. The amendment made by the com- 
mittee when last in session, which was to strike 
out the words ** Robert Grignon,’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof the words ‘* the legal representa- 
tives of the Menomonee tribe of Indians, or their 
> was suggested by my friend from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Lercner,] and it was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I think the words ** 
assignees’’ had better be stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the words mentioned by the gentleman from 
Alabama were included in an amendment adopted 
the other day. If so, it is not in order to move 
to strike them out. 

Mr. SKELTON. 
ing the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to have it read. 

The Clerk then read the report. 

Mr. WALSH objected to the bill; and it was 
laid over, under the rule. 


No. 108) §* for the relief of George 


assignees, 


or their 


Is there a report accompany- 


House bill ( 


'G. Bishop, on the legal representatives of John 


Arnold, deceased,’’ next came up in order. 

Objection being made by Mr. Ciineman, it was 
laid over. 

House bill (No. 123) ‘* for the relief of Charles 
Staples” next came up in order for consideration. 

The bill and report were then read by the Clerk 

It appears, in this case, that the petitioner en- 
listed as a sergeant, on ‘the 10th of December, 
1812, into the company commanded by Captain 
Oliver Hessick, belonging to the regiment of Colo- 
nel McCobb, in the service of the United States, 
in the last war with Great Britain. 

It appears from the testimony of the witnesses 
in the case, that from severe exposure he became 
sick, and unable to perform duty; from which 
sickness, after several months’ confinement, he 
partially recovered; that the disease, however, left 
him an invalid. 

It is further in proof that the petitioner was 
honorably dise harged, and that he, together with 
other witnesses in the case, are of good reputati on. 

The committee therefore recommend that his 
name be placed on the pension rolls of the United 
States, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 
commence on the Ist day of January, 1853, and to 
continue during his natural life. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass. 











House bill (No. 125) ‘* for the relief of Mrs. 
Hei Leavenworth, widow of brevet Brigadie: 
Us i i ry astilvti Vol ie ict al tilt & Pile 
s ny ext itil yin order for consid- 

,o ‘ oeuuk harihn Clas! 

} ri l na t riuwere then reaqd by tie erk. 

tt ) i iis case that HLlenry Leavenworth 


forsook % rcrative practi it the bar, in New 
k c 1 entered the United States Army as 
( un of the ninth infantry during the war of 
In}2; was promoted major August 15, 1813; bre- 
veted lreutenant colonel July 5, 1814, for distin- 
guished and meritorious services in the battle of 


Chippewa; breveted colonel July 25, 1814, for 
fatiant conduct in the battle of Niagara, in which 
he w led; retained as major mn the second 
establishment of 1815; promoted 


| } 
criceliel 


is woul 





infantry, peace 


lieutenant ¢ 
10, 


1s24, 





In the fifth infantry, February 
breveted 


Isls; brigadier general July 25, 


. , 7? — ° 
for ten years service lh one wrade, pro- 





colonel Lh trie third lifantry, December 16, 
[s25: and died at Cross Timbers 
‘Terrttory, July 21, 1834, while commanding the 
troo} Sin that qu irter; that, during this lor rF con 
tinuancein the Army, h 

highly n 2 


s, Southwestern 


> 106 rformed numerous and 
to hls hy 





nportant 





services country- 


aving 





litary posts in the Indian country, 
ne commanded a military expedition 
t the Aricara Indians: 
timation of the Secretary of War, as regards 
prudence, « : 
t 


that he stood hieh in 
the es 
surage, and civic as well as military 
that he came to his death from bil- 
it fever, contracted while in the line 


iltainments; 


1OUSs remitter 


of his duty as commander of an expedition 
against the Pawnee Picts, and that his death was 
hastened by anxiety of mind, and a too arduous 
desire to advance the objects of his country in- 


trusted to 


that Harriet Leaven- 
1, the petitioner, is the widow of said Henry 
Leavenworth, isadvanced in ave, ininfirm health 
and has pecuniary el! 
which she is ( 

‘The recommend that the 
Secretary of the Interior place the name of the 

1 


his command; 


vu t 
WO 


, 


ums pressing upon her, 
unavie to meet, 
committee therefore 


said Harriet Leavenworth upon the pension s 
and cause her to be paid the sum of $37 50 per 
munth, forand daring the term of five years, com- 
meneing February 1, 1853. ’ 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move out 
$37 50, and insert in lieu thereof $30 per month. 
The were laboring under a 
When they inserted the amount. 

Mr. iAVEN. 1 wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, what rank General Leaven- 
worth held ? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 


rati 


to 


committee mistake 


I do not know what his 
The general law would give his widow 
$30 per month—that is the highest half pay given 


K Was, 


to widows. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
able. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
meiit, and it was agreed to. 


The motion is not debat- 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

House bill (No. 131) ‘‘ for the relief of the heirs 
of Joseph Gerard”’ coming up next in order on the 
Calendar, was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. MACE. Read the report. 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the report, 
whe ie-_— 

Mr. BISSELL said: I perceive that the report 
is very lenethy, and suggest, unless otherwise re- 
quested by some member, that its reading be dis- 
pensed with. 

The reading of the report was dispensed with. 

Mr. BISSELL. As that have 
slumbered already about sixty years, | think there 
would be nothing wrong in requiring it to lay over 
a little longer, at least for a few days, and there- 
fore object to its consideration to-day. 

The bill was laid over. 


case seems to 


The following bills next came up in order, and 
were objected to as indicated below: 

No. 173. ** A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen 
MekKay, widow of the late Colonel Aineas Me- 
Kay, deputy quartermaster general United States 
Army.’’ [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of lennes- 
see. | 

No. 174. “A bill for the relief of D. C. Cash 

} 





and Giles U. Ellis.’? [Objected to by Mr. Mace. 
No. 110. ** A bill authorizing the payment of 
the balance of the property accounts between the 


United States and the Stat of New York 


ate , 
military stores in the war of 12." Ovjected 
yy Mr. Mace. 

I'he bill of i HioWIne thtle next ¢ me up in 
orde 


for the relief of Pam 
or Genel Jaco 
Army, decease tas 


Is there any ot 1e 


me veral Mi 
The Clerk read 
Mr. JONES, ot 


as tre 


iwers. Read the report. 
the report of the committee. 
New York. Mr. C 


this bill Is 


heirman, 
tit 
under- 
to this 
House eiving the widow of General Brown fifty 


the cc 
the bill be postponed until after the whole fuet 


. , hw | 
Ssttub provided vy SO simati tha 


is hardly worth while to vote it, and as | 


~ t 


ha ti Senate bill has been sent 


dollars per month, Lask that leration of 


MSl 


before the House. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. 
New York objec 
Mr 


Does the gentleman wom 
c tto the bill? 
JONES, | d » obec for the reasons s ated. 


"he bill next on the Calendar for consideration 
was House bili (No. 180) ** for the relief of Wil- 


liam B. Edwards.” 
The k read the bill, which authorizes the 
Secretary of the Interior ; 


William B. Edwards on the pension ro il 


Cle: 


to place the name of 
the 
rate of ei@ht dollars per month, to commence Ist 
January, 1854, and to continue during five years 


The CHAIRMAN. To this bill 


t which providest 


there 18 an 
hat the pen- 
sion shall date from January, [e50, instead of 
ls8o4, and that it be during natural life, instead of 


five years 


amendment pending, 


‘The bill and amendment were read. 

‘The question was taken on the ado} tion of the 
amendment, which was agreed to. 

The bill 
the House. 

The next biil com nz up in order for cor 
tion wasa bill (No. Is: 
Steenrod.’”’ 


‘The bill, which was read, provides that the pe- 


t 


was then laid aside to be reported to 


isider i- 


2) ** for the relief of Daniel 


tition and papers of the petitioner be referred to 
the Secretary of War, and that he be authorized 
to appoint an umpire to hear evidence and ascer- 
tain and fix what is justly and equitably aque to 
the petitioner, and pay the same out of the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, obj 
bill was laid over under the rules. 

The next bill coming up in order for considera- 
tion was No. 188: **A bill for the relief of An- 
thony G. Willis, deceased.’’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that there 
shall be paid to the heirs of Anthony G. Willis 
the sum of $251, as compensation for the use, by 
the United States, of a wagon and team during 
the last war with Great Britain. 

The report was then read, from which it ap- 
pears that Anthony G. Willis was, in 1514, the 
owner of a wagon and team in Kentucky, and 
that he had one Benjamin T. Rowe employed in 
driving said team; that at Lexington, Kentucky, 
Captain George Stockton, an officer of the United 
States Army, pressed said wagon, team, and driver 





into service; and that they were carried beyond 
Dayton, in Ohio, towards the Canada line, and 
subsequently back to Nashville, Tennessee, laden 
with wounded soldiers of the regular Army; that 
said wagon, team, and driver were kept in the 
active and constant employ of the Government 
till the services amounted to the sum of $251, and 
that ¢ kton gave a certificate that 
sum; that the certificate was sent on to Washing- 
ton for payment by Mr. Zane, the Representative 
in Congress from the district in which Willis lived, 
and that the accounting officer rejected it because 
it contained an interlineation; that every effort was 
made to have the voucher corrected, but that, 
owing to the distance at which Willis lived from 
Captain Stockton, and the fact that Stockton was 
absent from home when the agent of Willis went 
to see him, it was not done until Willis died, leav- 
ing his children all minors, and wholly incapable 
of transacting business. t 


saptain Sto for 





The administrators sub- 


sequently endeavored to get a proper voucher, but 
with like want of success. The family and their 


friends have been endeavoring from that day to 


this, through the various Representatives from that 


district in Congress, to get the claim allowed and 


| bu i in \ n i 1 Willis 1 iS poor, 
' 5 len tt st 
i It 
- VO ettat 
( ‘ t 
Vir. LETCHER i would ! f the we 
\ 1 | why 1 ) 
mace © th ' } ! rr or eNe or 
Vir. BISSEEL Tl) entleman who rep I 
the iis not here. | pre me, however, it Is a 
mere omission, and probably an amendment em- 
yracing the case pointed ry the ventleman had 
better be inserted in the | 
Mr. LETCHER. | move to amend the bill so 
to strike out the word ** he , and make the 
sum payable to. the executor or administrator. 
‘The question was then taken on the amend 
ment, and it was agreed to. 
‘The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 


the Llouse, with a recommendation thatit pass. 


Hiouse bill (No. 189) ** for the relief of John S 
Jones and William EL. Russell,s 


of Brown, Russell & Co,” next came up for con 


irviving partners 


sideration. 
Che repo vas read by the 
Mr. EDGERTON. [object to 
Mr. BENTON. IL hope the 
withdraw 
say a word 
think I ean satisfy him that it 
Mr. EDGERTON. 


involving a « 


rt w 


\ Clerk. 
the bill 
rentleman will 


his objection for or ind allow 


of this bill. i 


ought to pas ” 


emoment, 
ne to In explanation 
A bill of this tmportance, 
miestion of ¢ 


i 
the House. 


yntract, ought to be dis- 
cussed in I therefore insist on my 


oppection 


Mr. FLORI 


12 
Oh, withdraw 


cNCE. it for a mo- 
EDGERTON. Well, | will do that. 

Mr. BENTON I thank 
Ohio for withdrawing his 
ment. W hat 
that this bill 


The 


' 


the gentleman from 
objection, even fora mo- 
| have to say to the committee 1s, 
does not direct 


CHAIRMAN. 


anything to be paid. 
The Chair will remind 


the rentleman that if debate arises, the bill goes 
over. 

Mr. BENTON. I believe | am only doing 
What itis usual to do here—making an explana- 
tion; thatis all. The bill authorizes the proper 








accounting oifcers to examine the accounts in this 
case, and pay What the actu il losses may have 
been. The caseis an extraordinary one. Nobody 
could be found except these contractors and an- 


other set who went at the same time, to undertake 


to carry these supplies to Santa fk 
mencement of the winte 


the com 
They undertook to 





by themselves to no given time, but to all prac- 
ticable dispatch. The two trains proceeded, and 
they had arrived within forty odd miles of Santa 


Fé, into the mountains there, when there came on 
one of those terrible snow storms which destroy 
ill animal life exposed to them, if shelter is 


obtained 


not 
in thegroves of timber, or what are called 
in that country carons—deep hollows; and all 
travelers in that country, the moment they see 
the approach of one of these storms, make for a 
erove of timber, or canon, in which they.can ob 
tain shelter. Well, in this case, both the 
stopped at the same time in one of these canons. 
This claimant went oa and represented his con- 
dition to the officer in command, and that officer 
ordered him to come on, saying thatif he did not, 
the train should at expense 
Under that order he undertook to move, and lost 
efery animal that he had. The other train, not 
subjected to that order, remained, ond not only 
saved ev ery animal, but went on a few days after- 
wards, when the storm subsided, and sold every 
ox they had in Santa Fé. This destruction was 
by the order of the officer and the 
threat that he would have the train brought on at 
the expense ofthe contractor if he did not come on. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I renew my objection to 
the bill. The bill accordingly lies over. 

House bill (No. 190) ** for the relief of William 
Hawkins”? coming up next in order, was objected 
to by Mr. Lercuer. 


trains 


be brourht in his 


occasioned 


House bill (No. 193) §° for the relief of Alton 
Nelson’? stood next in order upon the Calendar. 

The bill and the report were read. 

There heing no obje tion, tne bill was laid 

de to be reported to Fouse, with the rec- 


relief of Sarah 
KX. Jenks, and the legal representatives of Harts- 


No. 195) ** for the 
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horne B.. Thomas, in the matter of the brig Jane, 
came up next Imorder tor consideration, 

Vr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘Thi one of 
th ( ! h claims rejected by the Bourd o 
(* pone under the Florida treaty of keb- 
I ry, IS19, and ught to lay over. Ilo ject to 

mysideration to-day 
- 8 file 
phe bill wa iceordin riard over. 





Th ll (No. 196) ** for the relief of Gilbert C 
Russell’’ coming ap in order for consideration, 
was objected to by Mr. Wats, and laid over. 

The bill (No. 199) “for the relief of Thomas 
C. Greene”? came up next in order. 

The reading of the report of the committee was 
called for. 

Mr. HUGHIES. No report was made this 
case, because the preamble rec ited all the facts of 
the case. ‘The bill merely authorizes the correc- 


the Government, 
recommenda- 


Land 


tion ofan error on the part of 
and is reported in pursuance of the 
tion of jhe ( the 
Office. 
Mr. LE 
Mr. El 
Mr. Lk 


the 


somraissioner of General 


at ke. 
Mabie. 
‘CHER. 
land ¢? 

Mr. HUGHES 
change of location. 
Mr. WALSH. 

cussion, I object. 
The bill was laid over 
The bill next on the Calendar for consideration 
was Senate bill (No. “authorizing Victor 
Morass to relinquish certain ands, and to enter 
the same qe uitity elsewhere. 


Is there no conflict ? 
No meat t all. 


Is there nobody 





else claim- 
ne 
Nobody, sir. It is a mere 


As the bill gives rise to dis- 
under the rule. 


76) 


The Clerk read the bill and the accompanying 
iin 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, there is evi- 


dently not a quorum present; I that the 
committee do now rise. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Chairman, the Chair 
can count the committee, and see whether there is 
a guorum present, if there be no objection. There 
are but five ayes on the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is somewhat 
in doubt as to that. : 

‘Tellers were called for, and ordered. Messrs. 
W neecer and Cuurecnwett were appointed such 
tellers. 

The question was taken; 
ed—ayes 3, noes 97. 


move 


and the tellers report- 


The CHAIRMAN. No quorum voting, the 
Clerk will call the roll. 
The Clerk then called the roll, after which sev- 


eral members desiring to have their names entered 
aS present 

Mr. HOUSTON said, I rise to a point of order. 
It is, that no wenticgunn: who was not within the 
bar when his name was called, can have his name 
recorded. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


point of order well taken. 


The Chair thinks the 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The custom has been to 
allow the names of those who were present to be 
enters d 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task for the read- 


ing of the rule in relation to a call of the roll. 

The 126th rule was then read, as follows: 

“Whenever the Committee of the Whole on the 
the I the Comittee of the Whole House, finds 
itself without a quorum, the chairman shail cause the roll 
of the House to be called, and thereupon the committee 
shall rise, and the Chairman shall report the names of the 


absentees to the House, which shall be entered on the 
Journal.” 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Now read the rule 
requiring members to be within*the bar, and we 
shall see that it is confined exclusively to voting; 
and unless members are excluded by it, they have 
the rithtto have their names recorded. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This course is 
certainly contrary to the uniform practice under 
this rule. The practice has been, whenever the 
committee finds itself without a quorum, to call 
the roll; and when it has been called, the Chair 
listens to no addresses made to it, but immedi- 
ately makes his report to the House. There is 
no calling over the absentees, as in the case.of a 
ai of the House. 

Mr BAYLY. I ask forthe reading of the rule 
requiring members to be within the bar. 


nion, OF 


JONES. That rule does not apply to this 
case, 
Mr. BAYLY. That is the very reason why a 
member has a right to have his name entered. 


THE 


state of 


Mr. JONES. Not at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion th f amember is within the bar when his 
neme ealled, he has a rivht to have hi nam 
re fed 

Mr. CAMPBELL I was not within the bar 
when my name was called; | was in the Senate at 
the tune. If the Chair decides that 1 have not a 
right to answer to my name, | wish to take an ap- 
peal. | will state the reasons upon which I base 


tne 


my appeal. [tis that the only rule 
ist ‘ertain, before the committee report, whether 
there is a quorutn present or not. Now, the com- 
and if there is aquorum 
course, the object of the 


object of 
oOas 
mittee adeno report; 
a matter of 


has ma 
present, aus 
rule is accomplished, 
Mr. JONES, of 
found itself without a quorum. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. We have a quorum. 


Mr. JONES. ‘he committee cannot 


Tennessee. The committee 


asce rtain 


that. ‘The rule requires the roll to be called, and 
the Chairman to report the same to the House 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Doesthe Chair decide that 


I have no right to take an appeal upon a point of 
order ? 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. If 


serves mé 


my recollection 
right, it has been customary to call over 
time the names of those who have not 
answered, 


a second 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair knows of no 
such rule. 
The committee then rose; and the Speaker 


having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
[Mr. Hipparp] reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole ELouse had, according to or- 
der, had under consideration the Private Calen- 
dar, and made progress therein; but having found 
itself without a quorum, had ordered the roll to 
be calied, and directed him to report to the House 
the names of the absentees 

A quorum being present, the committee again 
resumed its session, (Mr. Hisparp in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill next in order is 
Senate bill No. 76, but there was a motion pend- 
ing o mf it the committee 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw the motion. 

as. DAWSON. I renew the motion. 

Che question was then taken, and the commit- 
tee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business in or- 
der before the committee is Senate bill (No. 76) 
‘© authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish certain 
= ds, and to enter the same quantity elsewhere. 

ie bill has already been read by the Clerk, and 
if not objec ted to, will be laid aside to be reported 
to the House. 


Mr. Watsu objected; 


Senate bill (No. 


committee 


rise. 


and it was laid over. 
73) ‘* for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased, 
next came up in its order for consideration; but 
being objected to by Mr. Lane, of Indiana, was 
laid over. 
Senate bill (No. 127) ‘ for the relief of John 
Fagan’? next came up in order for consideration. 
The bill and report were then read. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 
statement in this case, 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 
gives rise to discussion. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
bill must be laid aside. 
House bill (No. 2 


Baker’ 


I wish to make a simple 


Discussion is not in order. 
I object to any bul which 


Objection being made, the 


5) ** for the relief of Grafton 
> next came up in its order for considera- 


; tion, 


The bill and report were then read. 

The report was read by the Clerk, from which 
it appears that in the summer of 1852, William 
Carr Lane, who was at that time Governor 
New Mexico, went to the Mesilla district to take 
possession of the same; that he issued a proclama- 
tion, and claimed jurisdiction of the country until 
the houn dary line between Mexico and the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico should be established by 
Mexico and the United States. The claim of the 
United — to jurisdiction was resisted by mili- 
tary force by the aut horities of the State of Chi- 
huahua. The Governor of New Mexico deemed 
it advisable to lay the whole subject before the 
President of the United States as soon as possible; 


| and for that purpose he employed the petitioner 
| as bearer of dispatches to the President of the Uni- 
' ted States; the Governor being at that time three 


of 
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hundred miles south of Santa Fé, where he em- 
ployed Grafton Baker to convey a communication 


to Washingt 


upon the subject mi cily, to be deliv- 
ered to the President. 

Ir. Baker performed thatservice in about thirty 
days; and the Secretary of State ¢ vuld Hot} ay mit 
for his services, because there was no fund from 


which the expenses of Mr. Baker could lawfully 
paid. 

A letter from William Carr Lane, late Governor 
of the Territory ot New Mexico, atter siating the 
circumsiances on account of which he deemed it 
advisable to lay the subject of the Mesilla district 
before the President of the United States, repre- 
sents that he was then three hundred miles south 
of Santa Fe, and that it would have been impru- 
dent to have trusted a communtieation of such grave 
Importance to the uncertainties of that mail route; 
that it was, therefore, intrusted to the care of the 
Hon. Grafton Baker to be delivered, for which the 
compensation claimed was but reasonable. 

A letter from W. L. Marey, Secretary of State, 
represents that the claim of Mr. 
penses bearer of dispatches from Governor 
Lane, of New Mexico, having been considered 
just and reasonable, would have been allowed and 
paid by the Department, if there had been any 
funds at its disposal from which, with propriety, 
the payment could have been made. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the EHlouse. 


| 
ve 


Baker for his ex- 
as 


A joint resolution * directing the accoynting of- 
ficers of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of 
William Woodbury, late pension agent at Port- 

, Maine,’ stood next in order upon the Cal- 
endar. 

The joint resolution and report were read. 

Discussion arising, the joint resolution was ob- 
jected to by Mr. War su, and laid over. 

House bill (No. 237) ‘for the relief of Mary 
Deany, widow of the late Lieutenant James A. 
Deany, of the United States Army,” stood next in 
order upon the Calendar. 

-. the Secretary of the Interior to 


land 


The bill directs j 
place the name of Mary Deany upon the pension 
roll of the United States, and to cause to be paid 
to her the sum of fifteen dollars per month fora 
term of ten years, commencing January 1, 1853; 
provided, that in case of the marriage or death of 
said Mary Deany, the pension hereb ry granted 
shall be paid to her two children, or the survivor 
of them. 
The report was read by the Clerk. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it ao pass, 

A bill (No. 238) ** for the relief of John S. King, 
of Virginia,’’ came up next in order. 

The bill and accompanying report were read 
through. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would like to know from 
the gentleman who reported that bill the reason for 
going back to January, 1853 ? 

Mr. ORR. Why do they not go to the Pension 
Office, if the facts be as stated ? 


Mr. LETCHER. That is true; I obj ect to the 
consideration of the bill to-day. 

The bill was according! 

Bills of the following titles coming up next in 
order, and being objected to as indicated below, 
were a over: 

No. 239. ‘A bill for the relief of Hiram Moore 
and John Hascall.’? [Objected to by Mr. Levcu- 
- 


y passed over 


125. **An act for the relief of Ezra Wil- 
hae [Objected to by Mr. Greenwoon, after 
the bill and accompanying report had been read 
through. ] 

The bill next on the Calendar for consideration 
was Senate bill (No. 90) ‘‘for the relief of Charles 
Cooper.’ 

. The Clerk read the bill directing the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury Department to 


pay to Charles Cooper, of Bangor, Maine, the 
sum of 4300 in full for interest due to him from 
the United States. 


Mr. WALSH objected; and the bill was laid 
over. 

The bill next on the Calendar for consideration 
was Senate bill (No. 91) ‘* for the relief of James 
Dunning.’ 

The Clerk read the bill, directing the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury Department to 














1854. 


to him 


due 


\ | 
Dill Was iaid 


‘alendar was House bill 
Thomas S. J. John- 
Mexico.’’ 

‘ vhich directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay Thomas S. J. 
Jol son the sum of $4,800 ior the value of thirty- 
two large road wagons taken by the officers of the 
United States Army, and 


publie use, 











a propriated to the 


The Clerk read the report accompanying the 
bill. 

Mr. ORR. IT wish to ask the gentleman who 
reported this bill why the quartermaster did not 
make compensation directly to this person ? 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. The gentleman 
who reported the bill is not present. 

Mr.ORR. I wish to understand the facts some- 
iat more fully; therefore I object to it. 

‘The bill was accordingly laid over under the 
rule. 





w! 


ry oe oe ee : . 
Phe next bill which came up in order for con- 
sideration, was House bill (No. 241) ‘for the re- 


lef of the administrators of Oliver Lee, deceased. ”’ 
Phe bill was read in extenso. It provides, 
among other things, for the the ad- 


payment to 
mintstrators of Oliver Le e, «ce ceased, of the sum 
of $580 32, for the reasons therein stated. 

Mr. FENTON. Lmove to amend, by insert- 
ing after the words * cents’”’ the words, “ with in- 
terest thereon, to be computed from the 30th day 
of August, 1844.” 

Mr. HENDRICKS objecting, the bill was laid 
over, under the rule. , 





Senate bill (No. 139) “ for the relief of Charles 
A. Kellett’? coming up next in order for consider- 
ation, was objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 
see, and laid over under the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that there is another Senate bil], not upon the Cal- 
endar, which the clerk will report. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

‘6A bill for the relief of Joseph Mitchell.’’ 

The bill and report were read in extenso. 

Mr. WALSH. As the bill appears to bea 
bounty upon desertion, I object. 

The bill was accordingly laid over under the rule. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move that the committee rise. 

‘The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the atlirmative. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman report- 
ed that the Committee of the Whole House had, 
according to order, had under consideration the 
Private Calendar, and directed himto report to the 
Tlouse, with a recommendation that it pass, House 
bill (No. 180) “ for the relief of William B. Ed- 
wards,’’ with an amendment; and also that they 
had directed him to report without amendment the 
following bills, with a recommendation that they 
pass ; ; 

Liouse 

' 


3 


bill (No. 123) ** for the relief of Charles 
Staples: 

Liouse hill (No. 125) *‘ for the relief of Harriet 
Leavenworth, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier 
General Leavenworth;:”* 

House bill (No. 193) ** for the relief of Alton 
Nelson: 

House bill (No. 235) “ for the relief of Grafton 
Bauker;’’ and 

House bill (No. 237) ‘for the relief of Mary 
Deany, widow of the late Lieutenant James A. 
Jeany, of the United States Army.’ 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. ORR. I move that when this House ad- 
journs, that it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Upon that motion I 
ask for the yeas and pays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 101, nays 50. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

PRIVATE 

The SPEAKER. 

is on the bill reported 


mittee of 


BILLS AGAIN. 


first in order 
ast Friday from the Com- 
the Whole House, for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Rowe, to which the following amendment 
was made: 


The question 
] 
i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


nay to James Dunning $255 92 in full for interest 
from the United States. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected; and the 


over. 


Strike out the words ** five years,’’ and insert 
in lieu thereof **d 


luring his natural life.’’ 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I will say to the House 
that this is to m ‘orrespond with the 


t } 1} 
ce the wil 





pension laws of the United State The com- 
mittee wht report i the bill, by some mistake 
inserted five years, instead of for life, as they 
should have done. : 

Mr. KERR We, in this quarter, do not un- 
derstand the amendment at all. IL ask the Chair 
to explain the state of the question. 


The SPEAK 
pension. The bill,as reported, provides a pension 
for five years. 


ER. This isa proposition for a 
] 
j It is proposed to amend by strik- 
ing out ** five years’? and inserting ** for life.”’ 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. The bill isto grant 
a pension. In cases like this, where the person 
was in the military service, in the line of his duty, 
it has been the invariable practice to grant him a 


pension for life. Through inadvertency, or from 


some canse, the person having the bill in charge 
inserted a clause providing a pension for five years 
instead of for life. The five-years’ pensions have 
been confined exclusively to another ‘class. I 
know nothing about this case except from the re 


€ 


port; but that is the principle upon which we have 
heretofore acted. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
acreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, it 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Is it 
the I Louse to vote upon the remaining bilisy eported 
from the Committee of the Whole, en masse 

The SPEAKER. That course can be pursued 
by unanimous consent only. 

“Mr. WHEELER. 

The following bills were then taken up, and 
severally ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 


competent for 


l object. 


time; and having been engrossed, were read a third 
time, and passed: 


A bill for the relief of Henry L. Halstead; 


A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 


the State of New York; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of Rome, 
in the State of New York. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. These bills were 
all reported from the Committee of the Whole 
Hiouse without objection. I propose that they 
should be read by their titles, and passed en 
masse. 

Mr. WHEELER. 


I withdraw my objection 
to that course. 


The following House bills, reported on Friday 
last from the Committee of the Whole House, 
were then taken from the Speaker’s table, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and were sub- 
sequently read a third time, and passed: 


‘A bill (No. 124) for the relief of Lemuel Hud- 


son;”’ 
‘6A bill (No. 126) for the relief of George S. 
(No. 127) for the relief of James F. 


“6A bill (No. 
Frazer: 

“A bill (No. 129) for the relief of Cornelius H. 
Latham:’’ 

A bill (No. 130) for the relief of Samuel W. 
Brady;”’ 

“© A bill (No. 134) for the relief of Fayette 
Mauzy and Robert G. Ward;”’ 

‘©A bill (No. 170) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of the late John E. Bispham,” 

*© A bill (No. 175) for the relief of John O. 
Mears:”’ 

‘© A bill (No. 177) for the relief of Lyman N. 
Cook;’’ 

**A bill (No. 179) for the relief of Emelie Elooe, 
widow of Captain Hooe;”’ 

‘© A bill (No. 181) for the relief of John Ham- 
ilton;”’ 

‘© A bill (No. 183) for the relief of the Utica 
Steam Woolen Company;”’ 

“eA bill (No. 184) for the relief of Gray, 
MeMurdo & Co.;’’ 

«© A bill (No. 191) for the relief of George W. 
Gibson;”’ 

*© A bill (No. 192) for the relief of Parmelia 
Slavin, widow of John Blue, deceased;”’ 

«© A bill (No. 194) to provide a pension for 
Silas Champion;”’ 


128) for the relief of Thomas 


*© A bill (No. 200) to e Hercules I 








Dousman his title to farm No. 32, adjoining 
t wn of Prairie du Chien, in the State of Wis- 
consi 

A bil No 20] for the relief of Aaron Staf- 
ford;’? and 

= \ bil No. Sp) for tne I ief if Hezel i 
Johnson, of the town of B: devewater, in the State 
of Vermont.’’ 

The following House | reported to-day from 
the Committee of the Whole House,, without 
amendment, were then taken from the Speaker’ 


table, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and subsequently read the third time, and passed: 


“© A bill (No. 123) for the relief of Charles Sta- 
yles:?? 
‘© A bill (No. 193) for the relief of Alton Nel- 


Son; 
“© A bill (No. 235) for the relief of Grafton Ba- 
ker;’’ and 
‘© A bill (No. 337) for the reliefof Mary Deany, 
widow of the late Lieutenant James. 


A; Deany, 
of the United States Army.”’ 


The following louse bill, reported from the 

Committee of the Whole Elouse, with an amend- 

ment, was then taken from the Sj eaker’s table: 
‘© A bill (No. 125) for the relief of Harriet Leav- 


enworth, widow of the late brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral 


Leavenworth. ”’ 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Strike out ** $37 50.” and insert in leu thereof ** $30 ,”" so 


that the bill shall provide tor the paying ot $30 pension per 
mouth, instead of S37 50 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of all the general 
country. It is an which IL think is 
wrong. If such are to be provided for, 


there should be a general law passed: so that ben- 


lr 

This 
pension 
exception 


bill is 


violation laws of the 





Cases 


efit may be received by the widows of soldiers 
who die in the United States service in time of peace, 
as well as the widows of those who die under these 
circumstances. If the principle involved is to be 
recognized at all, let it be recognized by Congress 
ina general law. I therefore move that the bill 
be Jaid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I think this is one of the 
most meritorious cases that can come before Con- 
I move to amend the bill by striking out 
five years, and inserting ten years. I do jt upon 
this ground: Half pay has been given to widows 
under general laws Last year we pas 
We might as 
well say ten years at once, as that at the expira- 
tion of five years, five years additional shall be 
riven. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, as he 


rress. 


sed a ball 
to give an additional five years. 


says that pensions have been given for ten years, 
whether the widow of a soldier who died the same 
day, and in the same camp as General Leaven- 
worth, can geta pension under any law now In 
force in this country ? 
Mr. HENDRICKS. 
as this of General 
favor of any of tl 


If as meritoriou ' SE 
Leavenworth be presented in 
soldiers who died at the same 
time, | have no doubt Congress would pass upon 
it favorably. 

I willadd, before I yield to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that this case does not come strictiv 
If it did, and if, under 
the general law, adequate relief could be given, it 
would not be here. It is one of the most merito- 
rious cases, In my judgment, that could come be- 


fore Congress. 


within the pension laws. 


This man, by his exposure in 
the service of the country, lost his life. He en- 
in battle. 


I am not disposed to discuss the question further; 


countered dangers as great as many did 


but if the gentleman has any further questions to 


propound, I shall be glad to answer them. 
Ir. JONES. The gentleman has notanswered 


the question which I put to him. I meauired 


whether, under the laws to which he referred, the 
widow of any soldier could get a pension? I take 
it upon mvself to say that she could not; and, sir, 


eR ears 
there is no case within my recollection 


widow of any soldier, under s1 


where the 


titlar circumstances, 
ed for her benefit. 
‘ : 

And what is the merit in 


An officer who was favored 


has ever had a pension bill pa 
It is for an officer. 


this particular case? 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































\ the A Vv F 
by a commitssion in the “Ariny O18 


ch he chose for himself, 


he country 


} 
and one 





erred to all others—to any certainly 

erves Init, and ain time of neace, 

din ti se of nature, he dies, as we mitist 

ali die And because he had been favored all his 

lite, his widow must be nade the pecultar favorue 

of Congress,to the exclusion ot all others—the wen- 

eral laws of the country overlooked—and because 
he was an officer, this peculiar favor is wanted. 


Sir, I say that if we are to adopt 


of wiving pensions to the 


pt this prineiple 
widows of those who 
die in time of peace in the service, make the law 
When you have such aca: ms let it not 
be . case of Specie ilfavor and privile 


general, 


Extend 


the benefit alike to the soldier who is as 
as to the officer who commands. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the cventleman from 
Indiana allow me to ask him a question ? 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask the favor to have 
the report of the committee read before I take my 
seat. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Is it a Jong report? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Not very long. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Did not we hear it read 
just now 
~ Mr. HENDRICKS. Yes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then what is the use of 
having it read again? 

The Clerk read the report. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. Speaker, I with- 


draw the motion which | made to amend the bill: 
and before I sit down, | move the previous ques- 
tion. 

‘The report shows the fact that General Leaven- 
worth was ordered by the Government on an ex- 
pedition against the Indians, and that while there 
he lost his life through the exposure incident to 
that service. In such a case Congress, at the last 
session, gave the widow of General Worth $50 
per month for life. 

This bill proposes to give to the widow of Gen- 
eral Leavenworth $30 per month, for five years. 
I move the previous question. 

The House divided upon the call for the pre- 
vious question, and there were 77 in the affirma- 
tive and 28 in the negative—no quorum voting. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the Fiouse do now ad- 
wurn.,. 





Mr. HOUSTON. I believe there is a quorum 
in the House, and I 
Mr. ORR. I madea motion that the House 


adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina insists upon his motion to adjourn. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose the gentieman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] will let 


me make an 


appeal to him to withdraw his motion for a mo- 
ment. ‘There is a bill upon the Speaker’s table 
which, it seems to me, w eoushtto pass. It isthe 


bill which relates to the manner of disbursing the 
tingent fund of the Senate. There are some 
itors who have not drawn a single dime since 
they came to this Congress. This bill from the 
Senate, to which [ refer, has been upon our table 
fora week, and I appeal to the Elouse to take it 
up and dispose of it in some way. 

The SPEAKER. Is the motion to 
withdrawn ? 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Inow ask the House to take 
up that Senate bill. 

The SPEAKER 
will be taken up. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I object. 

Mr. ORR. I then renew my motion. 

‘The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

The House accordingly adjourned until Mon- 
day next, . : 


con 
S 


udjourn 


If there is no objection, it 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 4, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wititiam H. Mitsurn 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am requested to presensthe 
petition of six hundred citizens of the State of New 
York, residing in the county of Monroe. They 
state that they know of the privations and suffer- 
invs which were endured by the soldiers of the war 
of Isl2—the second war of independence—and 
they think that the survivors and their heirs are 


jofa 
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entitled to me relief at the present period. The 
a on prays Congress to vrant toeach one of those 
sO1G1Ef Who may sturvive, al d to the presenta- 
lives of each one who 1s deceased, one hundred 


and sixty acres of the pu hie | ands, I move, there- 


fore, that the petition be reterred to the Committee 
on Pubhe Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
lox il iWi col in fim irovement Company, pray- 
Ing to be owed an additional grant of land, and 


to locate the lands unlocated of a grant 
August 
Fox and Wis- 


referred to the Com- 


portion of 
; 


under an act of Congress approved 
4, In46, for the improvement of the 
consi rivers; which was 


Publie Lands. 


made 


mittee on 


Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial of certain 
citizens of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New 
Jersey, praying a further appropriation to com- 
plete the piers on the easternmost side of Reedy 


island; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of the rector 
and members of the vestry of Rock Creek parish, 
in the county of Washington, District of Colum- 
bie 1, praying that provision may be made by Con- 
oress for the establishment and s 


Rock 


support of a publie 


school in the parish of Creek; which was 


referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. on ER presented the petition of Oliver 
Towles and other S, praying to be allowed seven 
years’ half pay ¢ captain, as the heirs and legal 


representatives of Captain Oliver Fowles, de- 
ceased, who was slain by the enemy in the war of 
the Revolution: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented sundry memorials 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating 
the passage of the Nebraska bill; 
dered to he 

Also, fourteen memorials, numerously signed, 
of citizens of Philadelphia, against the removal of 
the United St ites Mint from that city; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of the 
Bethlehem Baptist Association, at Enterprise, 
Mississippi, praying that provision be made in 
our treaties with foreign countries to secure reli- 
gious toleration to American citizens who may be 
resident therein: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Ch 
pher Spencer. praying remuneration for the suf- 
ferings and loss of property of his father during 
the war of the Revolution: which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. S# WARD presented resolutions of the 
Board Trade of the city of Cleveland, in the 
State of Ohio, in favor of the construction of a 
ship canal around the Falls of Niagara; which 
was referred to the Committee on yee e. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a petition of 
certain citizens of Iowa, praying Congress to per- 
mit William Rees to establish anormal sett 
on the lands; which was referred 
Committee on Public Lands. 


avaiost 
which were or- 
on the table. 


risto- 


lement 
to the 


pub 
pu lie 








Mr. SUMNER presented a remonstrance of 
three noone tax-paying citizens of Claremont, 
New Hampshire, against the repeal of the Mis- 


souri compromise; which was ordered to leon 
the table. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of 
Clinton county, New York, praying Congress to 
grant one hundred and sixty acres of the public 
land to each of the soldiers of the war of 1812, or 
his legal representatives; which was referred to 
the C omnia on Public Lands. 

Mr. ‘ASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Phil a phia, praying a modification of the bounty 
land law , so asto grant one hundred and sixty 
land to the soldiers of the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth S. R. Sailly, of 
New York, praying that the pension gr: inted to 
her as the widow of Captain Samuel L. Russell, 
of the Army, may be continued; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to present the netition of 
John S. Wilson,a citizen of the State of Alabama, 
forme rly a citizen of the State of ] asking 
to be reimbursed the amount of purchase money 
ection of land entered by him in the land 


acres of 


Missouri, 














Feb. 4, 





: c, a , 
office at St. Louis, with the interest acerui 

1 ¢ ‘ 
thereon. He entered this land, it appears, in 1S22, 
and was afterwards divested of his right by one 


yr , . 
grant. ‘The title, it 
pears, was afterwards confirmed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Under these cireum- 


stances he 


claiming under a Spanish 


asks to be reimbursed the amount of 
the purchase money and interest. Task that the 
petition may be referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

It was so referred. 

Pi CLAY also present ed a petition of citizens 
Tuscumbia and its vicinity, in the State of Ala- 
cca praying that the compensation of the post- 
master and the clerks in the post office in that town 
may be increased; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE. 

Mr. FISH. Mr. President, I am desired to pre- 
sent to the Senate the proceedings of a public 
meeting, held in the city of New York, to express 
the opinions of those citizens adverse to the enact- 
ment by Congress of any act repealing the Mis- 
souricompromise. The meeting was numerously, 
and most respectably attended. 
the parties who participated in that meeting, and 
the great importance of the subject, I desire that 
the proceedings may be read, 

The Secretary was proceeding to read the pro- 
ceedings—— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have no particular objec- 
tion to the reading of these resolutions. I have 
read the proceedings of that meeting, and I pre- 
sume every Senator has read them. What I wish 
that if we are to have all petitions 
and memorials read at length, the whole day will 
be consumed. Why should we make an excep- 
tion in this case to the general rule? As I have 
said, | have no particular objection to the reading 
of this memorial; but this course is a departure 
from the usage of the Senate on this subject. I 
prefer that the established usage shall be adhered 
to. If I present any memorials on the other side, 
I shall not ask to have them read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris 
in the chair.) Does the Senator object to the 
reading of the memorial ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I object to this departure 
from the rules of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion will be on allowing the memorial to be read. 

Mr. SEWARD asked for the yeas and nays on 
this subject, but they were not ordered. 

The question being taken, the Senate refused to 
allow the paper to be read. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Wil 
liam Field, clerk of the United States district court for Ar 
kansas, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 
Ordered, 


From respect to 


to suggest is, 


That the petition and accompanying papers of 
Elizabeth Marsh, only child of Lieutenant Jonathan Met 
ealt, be withdrawn trom the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the ease of Pat 
sey Elmove be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
reterred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. JON of Lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
William P. Ackers and Julia Ackers, legal repre- 
sentatives of William Yool, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, m order that the 
petition and papers might be presented in the 
House of Representatives; which was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HUNTER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the set- 
tlement of certain public accounts. 

Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill making an appropria- 
tion for the removal of obstructions at the mouth 
of Cape Fear river. 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
the Senate resumed the consideration of the snecial 
order of the day, being the biil to organize the 
Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. DIXON addressed the Senate, and in the 


rE Ss, 





plied to 
by the Ser 


ei e of his speech he 


the argument 
ator from Chio. 


His speech will be found in the Appendix. } 


delivered yesterday 


Mr. VADE next obtained the floor, and 
moved thatthe further consideration of the sul ject 
be postponed until Monday . 


v. 
The motion was agree 


to 17 nays; as foll 





1 to by a vote of 23 yeas 


Ows: 

YE AS—Sessrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, Butler, 
Cass, Clavion, Rowe. pai Fish, Foot, Houston, 
he sof Tennesse Norris, Sebastian. Seward, Smith, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, 
and Wolltanas 3 . 

NAY S—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Brown.Clav, Dixon, 
Dodge of Wiseonsin, Dodge ot lowa, Douglas, 


Evans, 


Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Thomp 


son of Kentucky, 


Gwin, Mason, Pettit, 


and Weller—17 


Slidell, 


‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business. 


IN SENATE 
Monpay, February 6, 1854. 
Prayer by Wirirasm H. 
. he Journal of Saturday w 


tev. Mintpurn. 


as read and approved. 
Lion. Tuomas J. 
his seat this 


Rusk, of 
morning. 


Texas, appeared in 


INTERNATIONAL WEIGHTS AND ME 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I hold in my 


hand, and now desire to present, a memorial of 
the American Geographical and Statistical Society, 
siened by their distinguished officers, among whom 
are George’ Bancroft, as President, and Henry 
Grinnell, as Vice President, in which they set forth 
that the weights and measures now in use in the 
United States, from their variety , complexity, and 
uncertainty, are calculated to mislead and perplex 
large numbers of the people; that serious embar- 
rassments daily occur in our foreign commerce 
from the want of a common international standard; 
that the importance of a simplification of weights 
and measures has frequently engaged the attention 
of eminent statesmen at home and abroad; and that, 

at this time, it is occupying the attention of the 
British Government and of other Governments on 
the continent of Europe and of South America; 
that the present moment seems auspicious for 

common eifort among t 
direc tie ms 
ian 


ASURES. 


he leading nations in this 
and also to establish a common merid- 
and that our Republic, from its charac- 
ter and position, is favorably circumstanced for 
organizing such amovement. The memorialists, 
therefore, pray that Congress will take into con- 
sideration the propriety of a thorough revision of 
our national weights and measures, and the ex- 
pediency of inviting the other nations, by a scien- 
tific congress, or in some other way, to secure the 
establishment of an international standard. 

Such is the prayer of this memorial; and allow 
me to add, that in its accomplishment there will 
be anew triumph of civilization, and a new bond 

f instrument of daily convenience 


line; 


of peace, a new 
and happiness. 
This subject does not properly fall within the 
prov ince of one of the stan ding committees; but, 
on for esolutions touching cteaae 
and measures have emanated from the Committee 
on the Library; and I beg now to move the refer- 
ence of the memorial and accompanying documents 
to that committee. 
The motion was agreed to 


mer oce “asions, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the following bills; which 
were read a first and second time by their titles, 
and referred to the committees annexed: 

A bill to cede to the State of Illinois that part 
of the Cumberland road lying within said State— 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

A bill . - the relief of Madison Parton—Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Henry L. Halstead— 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 
the State of New York—Committee of Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Elenry J.Snow, 
in the S 
sions. 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel Hudson—Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of George S, 
mittee on Pensions. 


of Rome, 
state of New York—Committee on Pen- 


laflin—Com- 


THE 


A bill for the reef of James EF. Green—Com 





mittee on ed 

\ bill for the relie Thomas I'razer—Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius II. Latham— 


Comunittee on Pe 
eT 
A hill 


mittee 


sions. 
for the relief of Samuel W. 


Brad y—¢ ,om- 
Pensions. 


A bill for the relief of Fayette Mauzy and Robert 
G. Ward—C mimiutiee « n tl e Ji liciary. 

A bil forthe relief of the legal re prese ntatives of 
the late John E. Bispham—Committee of Claims. 


A bill for the relief 
mittee on Na Atlairs 
A bill for the relief of Lyman N. 
Pensions. : 
A bill for the relief of Emelie Elooe, widow of 
1: Llooe—Committee on Pensions 


A bill for thre relief of John Elamilton—Commit- 
tee on P 


co ; ’ 
A bill for the 


John O. Mears—Com- 





Cook—Com- 


co 


ensions. 
relief of the Utica St 
Company—Committee of C 


eam W oolen 
lai ms. 

A bill for the relief of Gray, McMurdo & Co.— 
Committee of Claims ; 

A bill for the relief of George W. Gibson—Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of P 
of Jobn Blue, 


SioOnS,. 


9 widow 


Pen- 


armelia Slavin 
deceased—Committee on 


A bill to providea pension for Silas Champion— 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill to confirm Hercules L. Dousman his 
title to farm lot No. 32, adjoining the town of 
Prairie du Chien, in the State of Wisconsin— 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Stafford—Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Hezekiah Johnson, of the 
town of Bridgewater, in the State of 
Committee on Pensions. 


Vermont— 


A bill for the relief of Charles Staples—Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Alton Nelson—Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Grafton Baker—Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Deany, widow of 
the late Lieutenant James A. Deany, of the Uni- 
ted States Army—Committee on Pensions. 

A bill forthe relief of Benjamin Rowe—Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
PRESIDENT pro lempore laid before the 


a report of ky Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating copies of 


The 
Senate 


ll reports of the engineers and 
other persons emp! loy ed to make explorations and 
surveys to ascertain the most practicable and 
economical route for a railroad from the Missis- 
sippi river to the Pacific ocean that have been re- 
ceived at the Department; which was referred to 
the select committee appo yinted on the subject, and 
ordered to be pr inted, 
Also, a communication 

the Interior, transmitting a 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 30th 
ultimo, asking that an additional appropriation of 
$15,000 be made for general incidental expenses 
of the Indian service in the Territory of New 
Mexico for the current fiscal year; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


_ PaaS ETC. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Butler, and other counties in the State 
of lowa, praying the establishment of another land 
district in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PETTIT presented the petition of Chris- 
topher Cory, pri oe an investigation into his 
discovery as to the cause and cure of the potato 
rot, and an appropriation to indemnif y him for the 
time spent and expenses incurred in making the 
discovery; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Mr. FOOT presented documents in support of 
the claim of the children of Leonard Baker to a 
pension for services during the war of the Revolu- 
tion; which were referred to the C 
Pensions. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented ¢ report of the nro- 
ceedings of a meeting of citizens of Georgetown, 
District of Columbia, protesting the erec- 
tion of any more bridges below Georgetown har- 





from the Secretary of 
letter from the acting 


Indian 


ommiuttee on 


against 
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bor; which was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia 

‘ir. HAMLIN presented several memorials 
signed by citizens of M une, praying that 


ty land law may be soaltered as to gray 





} t 
idiers who served nt 


dred and sixty acres of lane 


1 
their widows or children; which 1 





the Committee on Publie Lands 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented the memorial of 
the Jefferson and Lake Pontchartrain Railway 
Company, praying that the terminus of that rail 


of delivery; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of 
memorial of Thomas 
on account of 


way on the lake be made a port 


Kentucky, presented the 
Conner, praying a 
an myury 


pension 


received in the military 


ervice of 


the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. FISH presented a resolution of the Cham- 


ber of Commerce of New York, 


recommending 


that provision be made at the assay office in that 
city for coining as well as assaying the precious 
metals; which was referred to the Committee on 


Fin ince, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, presented the 
memorial of S. R. Addison, a p 
the Navy, prayi 
difference between the pay of pa 
freon during the time he performed the duties of 
surgeon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of John 
W. Kelly, praying indemnification for less sus- 
tained in consequence of the 
tract by the Post Office De; 
portation of the mails; 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented the 
memorial of Sarah Somers Carson, nearest sur- 
viving relative of Richard Somers, who fell at Trip- 
oli in 1804, praying a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a letter from 
Alexander Ramsey, including papers in relation to 
the charges of 


passed iss 


illowed 


istant 


surgeon in n= to be: the 


sed assistant sur- 


abrogation of 4 con- 
artment for the trans- 


which was referred to the 


malfeasance in office preferred 
against him; which was referred tothe Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON presented 
Hephzibah Baptist As , of Georgia, 
ng that provision may be made 
with foreign countries to secure reli 
tion to 
therein; 


the 
pray- 
treaties 


the memorial of 
sociation 
our 
rious tolera- 
American citizens who may be 
which was referred to the 
Foreign Re lations. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of D. 
MeManus, recommending the establishment of a 
corps of te in the Army, similar to that of 
the Medical Department; which 
the Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Ontagamie county, Wisconsin, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Appleton, via 
Centre and Eliington, to Bovina, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 
zens of Green Bay 


resident 
Committee on 


was referred to 


Also,a petition of 
and Depere, praying the estal- 
lishment ofa port of entry in that part of the State 
of Wisconsin, or that be attached to the 
Milwaukie district; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Commefte. 
JOHNSON presented the petition of The- 
resa Dardenus, praying indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence 0 fan erroneous sale of land 
by the land officers at Little Rock to her late hus- 
band, Abraham Ti eit which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented three peti- 
tions of citizens of lowa, praying th: ita grant of 
land may be made to the States of Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and lowa, to aid in the construction of the 
Great Western Air-Line railroad, from Fort 
Wayne to Council Bluffs: which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JAMES submitted an additional document 
in relation to the claim of the heirs of 
to apension; which, with their petition on the files 
of the Senate, was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary C! 


if may 


Uriah Jones 


aims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers in 
the case of the stone-masons and laborers employed on the 
extension ofthe Capitol be withdrawn from the files of the 
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memorial of Ethan A. Allen, legal 
mel Ethan Allen, be withdrawn from 
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tive at Col 


the Senate, Committee of 


HUNTER, it was 


{to withdraw the 
nthe files of the Senate : me 
arter Page, praying the 
a Captain in the 
Revolution; petivon of Anna Royall, widow tain 
William Royall, of the Revolutionary Army, praying a peu 
sion; and the peution of the heirs of Charles Lewis, praying 
seven years’ half pay. 


On motion by Mr. 


On motion by Mr. 
it beay 
ials and papers 


executor of 


‘J ered, Th follow 
i isaetaaeee 
portal of the 


tution due the 


commu 
Army of the 
ol Cay 


deceased as 


JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Edwin James, 
and Kdwin James, jumor, be withdrawn from the 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pubhie 


On motion by Mr. MALL( RY, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of John Under 
wood be withdrawn from the files ot the Senate, and re 
ferred to the Committee Ou Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was 

Ordered, Vhat the Coumittee on the Judiciary be dis 
charged trom the further consideration of the bill to estab 
lish a court jor the settlement of claims against the United 
States, and that it be referred to the Committee ou Finance. 


Senior, 


Lands. 


it was 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTTES. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing petitions, submitted adverse reports in each 
case; which were ordered to be printed: 

Peution of the heirs of Abraham Hunt, pray- 
ing compensation for revolutionary services. 

Petition ‘of the administrators of Joseph Tor- 
rey, and of William Johannot. 

Petition of the heir of William 
praying interest onc OMAN tation pay. 

Petition of the heirs of Dr. John Morgan. 

Lie also, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the heirs and executors of Samuei Prioleau, pray- 
ing indemnity for property destroyed by order of 
General Lincoln, during the revolutionary war, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the 
widow of William Riley and others, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill to provide for the 
settlement of the claims of the officers of the Revo- 
lutionary Army; which was read, and passed toa 
reading. The report was ordered to be 


tusswurm, 


second 
printed, 
Mr. JOHNSON, 


tary . Affairs, 


from the Committee on Mili- 
to whom was referred the 
Sally T. B. Cochrane, widow of the late Lieu- 
tenant R. E. Cochrane, United States Army, pray- 
ing compensation for a horse lost in the military 
service, reported a bill for her relief; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred documents relating to the claim of 
Colonel A. G. Morgan, of Missouri, for military 
services in Florida, submitted a report, accom- 
pented by a bill for the relief of the heirs and rep- 
resentatives of Colonel A. G@. Morgan; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the ¢ ‘ommifte on Publie Lands, 
to which was referred the bill granting-the right 
of way, and a portion of the public lands, to the 
State of Florida, to aid in the construe tion of a 
railroad across the peninsula of that State, re- 
ported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill giving a right of way and 
granting alternate sections of certain public lands, 
to the State of Florida, to further the construction 
of eertain railroads therein specified, reported it 
back with amendments. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion relative to the Maison Rouge and De Bastrop 
grants, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
to amend an act entitled **An act to grant the right 
of preémption to certain purchasers and settlers 
onthe Maison Rouge grant in the event of the 
final adjudication of the title in favor of the United 
States,’ approved Jannary 27, 1851; which was 
read, and passed toa second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. 
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petition of 
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second reading. 
from the ¢ 


to which was referred the 


i passed toa 
PpODGa! i, Of lowa, 


Land 
sands, 


ponmimittee on 


memorial 
Barrelland S. V.S. Wilder, on behalt 


f 
f 
of themselves and others, praying confirmation of 


io) ‘(veorve 
their title to certain lands purchased of the Indian 
1791, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims; which was 
avreed to. 


tribes in 


THE GUANO TRADE. 

Mr. PRATT. [ am requested to present to 
the Senate resolutions passed by the Legislature 
of Maryland on the subject of the frade in guano. 
The impression very generally prevails among the 
people of the State which [| have honor in 
part to represent that there is a monopoly at pres- 
ent in this trade; and their desire is, through the 
instrumentality of Federal Government, to 
prevent the continuance of that monopoly. lam 
bound to say that | believe that that very general 
impression is erroneous. however, that 
the resolutions may be read and printed for the use 
of the Senate, and referred to the ¢ 
Agriculture, which, I hope, will take the subject 
in hand, and, alter a thorough investigation, at 
least give the people of the country all the facts, 
so as to enable them to understand the matter. 

The resolutions were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend the act entitled 
‘An act to provide for liquidating and paying 
certain claims of the State of Virginia,’’ approved 
July 5, 1832, so as to extend the provisions of its 
third section to embrace all that class of officers 
provided for by the law of Virginia passed 29th 


May, 1779. 


the 
the 


1 desire, 


Sonmmittee on 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HUNTER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the settlement of certain public accounts; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ARKANSAS JUDGES. 


Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for conferring circuit court jurisdiction upon the judge of 
the district court for the judicial districts of Arkansas, and 
for the increase of the salary of said judge. 


DAVID CARTER. 


Mr. JOHNSON ebubmitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be, 


and 
are hereby, instructéd to investigate the matter of the valua 


tion of the claim of David Carter, a Cherokee Indian, and 
report thereon to the Senate. 


ELIZABETH C. SMITH, A FEMALE SOLDIER. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 
the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth C. Smith, to report a 
bill for her relief, granting three months’ extra pay 
for her services in Mexico. She was enlisted as 
a private, served eight months before her sex was 
discovered, and, I believe, was then honorably 
dismissed. She has never receivad her pay. 

The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading, 

Several SENATORS. 
now. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON. It was my intention to ask 
that the bill might now be put upon its passage. 

The bill, by unanimous consent, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to pay her for her ser- 
vices as private ine ompany D, of Colonel Gilpin’s 
regiment of Missouri volunteers, from December 
16, 1347, to May 14, 1848, in which she served 
during that time in male attire, and under the as- 
sumed name of Bill Newcom, as well as three 
months’ extra pay, provided for by the fifth sec- | 


Read it the second time 


Feb. 6. 


18438, 


been 


in the 


mus- 


tion of the act approved July 19, 
properly 
disc woe 


saine manner as if she had 
tered and rezularly 
to direct the Secret ry of the Interior to issue to 
her a warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, in accordance with the ninth section of the 
act approved February I1, 1847, for her Ss, 
she had served out the full term of her enlist- 


It also p roy poses 


service 
asif 
meit 

Che bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
desire to ask a simple question, I am not per- 
sonally acquainted with this sol dier, {Ilnughter, | 
but as the distinguished chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs [Mr. Suienps] was, | be- 
lieve, on that line in the Mexican war, I desire to 
know whether she was under his command. 
(Laughter.]  f hope the Senator will enlighten us 
on that subject, and we shall be better able to dis- 
nose of this bill. [Renewed langhter.] 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, | 
fortunate enough to have this lady under my 
command ; but | have no doubt she performed her 
duty very faithfally in the command under which 
she served. I hope that report is satisfactory to 
the Senator. [Laughter.] 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and was read a third time, and passed. 
THE SAN FRANCISCO. 

Mr.SHIELDS. The joint committee on the 
part of the Senate and House of Regresentatives, 
in relation to the rescuers of the steamer San Fran- 
cisco, have directed me to reporca joint resolution 
mi snifest ing the sense of 
officers and seamen of the vessels and others en- 
vaced in the rescue of the officers and soldiers of 
the Army, the passengers, and the officers and 
crew of the steamship San Francisco from perish- 
ing on the wreck of that vessel. 

The joint resolution was read a first time. 

Mr. Ss} [LELDS. There will be no Opposition 
to the passage of the resolution. It is one per- 
haps that ought to be proc eeded with immediately; 
and 1 therefore ask for its consideration at the 
present time. 

Mr. GWIN. I would rather that it should go 
on the Calendar. I was a member of the commit- 
tee, and I do not agree to the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. As its second reading is 
objected to, it must go upon the Calendar. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then I move that the report 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I give notice that it is my pur- 
pose to present a report embodying the views of 
the minority of the committee. 

GEORGETOWN GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to consider the bill to incorporate the Gas- 
Light Company of Georgetown, which was re- 
ported from the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The bill is a long one, and 
unless Senators desire its reading. it will be unne- 
cessary to go through with the whole of it. I 
will state that it is a copy of a bill of a similar 
character which passed for the benefit of this city. 
| hope no Senator will ask for its reading. 

By unanimous consent the reading of 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. PRATT. [ would inquire of the Senator 
whether this bill contains the clause of personal 
liability on the part of the stockholders for any 


Mr. President, 1 


was not 


Cougress towards the 


the bill 


| debt which may be incurred by the corporation / 


Mr. BRIGHT. It does to the amount of stock 
subscribed. The last section of the bill will ex- 
plain that. Task the Secretary to read it. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

‘Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That each of the 
stockholders in the Georgetown Gas Light Company shall 
be held liable, in his or her individual capacity, for all the 
debts and liabilities of the said company toan amount equal 
to the capital stock held by them respectively: Provided, 
That such liability shall be confined to the stockholders who 
were such when such debts were contracted or liabilities 
ineurred.”? 

Mr. PRATT. I do not think the section is 
very clearly worded. [ donot know whether the 
intention is to make a liability to the amount of 
the stock, and in addition to it, or whether it is 





